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President’s Notes

M

y Fellow Compatriots, March
is the month we recognize
St. Patrick’s Day, along with the beginning
of spring and the rebirth that comes with
it. This March will also be the 152th
anniversary of the Boston Massacre. This
tragedy began to galvanize the
colonialists against the heavy-handed
tactics of the Crown, and would
eventually lead to war with England.
The fuse for the Boston Massacre
had been lit eleven days prior, when a
group of boys peppered the home of
English agent Ebenezer Richardson with
rocks. Mr. Richardson fired shots from
his house, striking an 11-year-old German
immigrant Christopher Seider. A gravely
wounded Christopher Seider was
transported to the home of Dr. Joseph
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Robert McLaughlin Presents “The Capture of U-505” to the chapter.

Warren, a physician and member of the
Sons of Liberty. Dr. Warren would later
enter the annals of American history on
April 18, 1775; while serving as President
of the Massachusetts Provincial Congress,
he sent Paul Revere and William Dawes
on their famous “Midnight Ride.”
Dr. Warren could not save
Christopher Seider; his death at the
hands of a British agent so outraged
Bostonians that 5,000 people showed up
at his funeral, which Sam Adams
arranged.
Sam Adams eulogized
Christopher Seider, calling him “the first
Martyr to American Liberty.”
As we enter spring and its season
of rebirth, let us remember all those who
risked everything to give us this grand
county, the United States of America.
— Dan Shurtz, President
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Secretary’s Notes

T

he Thomas Jefferson
Chapter held a regular
meeting on Saturday, February 19,
2022 at the Old Spaghetti Factory in
Concord, California. We had 13
members and guests at the meeting.
In conjunction with the in-person
meeting, we held a Zoom Meeting
for members who could not attend
the
in-person
meeting
with
members President Dan Shurtz,
Secretary Stephen Renouf, Chaplain
Bob Vernagallo, Jim Cleveland,
William Fernow, Dr. John Fulwider
(in Mississippi), Steve Main, Tom
McGinley (in Arizona), Scott Menard,
Terry Morford, and applicant David
King.
Vice President Greg Owens
called the meeting (in the physical
absence of President Shurtz) to
order at 12:10PM, and called upon
Chaplain Vernagallo to give the
invocation via Zoom. After opening
ceremonies,
President
Owens
introduced Derek Brown (NSSAR
Inspector General, Past CASSAR
President), Stephen Renouf (CASSAR
Invested Funds Trustee, Past VPG,
and Past CASSAR President), Robert
Ebert from SF Chapter (Past VPG,
and Past CASSAR President), Tim
Ernst (Past Chapter President),
Applicant Glenn Martin, DAR
Member Pat Everette, and our Guest
Speaker Robert McLaughlin. Past
President Ernst discussed The
Federalist Papers, a series of 85
essays written by Alexander
Hamilton, John Jay, and James
Madison under the nom de plume

“Publius,” in 1787-1788 to support
the ratification of the Constitution in
New York, and support a strong
central government. These were
countered by The Anti-Federalist
Papers, written by NY Governor
George Clinton, Justice Robert Yates,
Melancton Smith, and others, under
many noms de plume including
“Brutus” and “Cato,” in opposition
to
the
ratification
of
the
Constitution, and warning of the
threat to freedom under a strong
central government.
Following lunch, President
Owens introduced Guest Speaker
Robert McLaughlin, who served in
the 12th Marines, 3rd MARDIV in
Japan and Okinawa from 1955 to
1957. He worked for the HaloidXerox Company, becoming VP of
Field Engineering; and later he was
the CEO of a lumber, plywood, and
paperboard manufacturer in San
Francisco. He founded The Sutter
Group, a consulting firm that
provides executive officers to turn
around
financially
distressed
companies. He discussed his book,
The Capture of the U-505: A Legion
of Heroes, published in 2017.
McLaughlin stated that he
does not qualify for SAR, but is a
patriot. His book covers the Battle
of the Atlantic, 1939-1945, but the
main focus is the capture of a
German U-Boat off the Canary
Islands. It was the first warship
captured by the US in wartime since
the War of 1812.
In 1938, British Intelligence
(MI6) purchased the mansion at
Bletchley Park in Buckinghamshire
for use by the Government Code
and Cypher School. Before war
broke out, three men at the Cipher

Bureau in Poland cracked the
Enigma code. Poland was worried
about a looming invasion, so they
sent the code-breaking information
and the Enigma clone to the British
at Bletchley Park. The British were
able to read intercepted messages
from the Luftwaffe; however, the
German Kriegsmarine had much
tighter controls, so they could not
read Naval messages. Alan Turing, a
British mathematician at Bletchley
Park, created one of the world’s first
crude computers. It was called
Bombe after the Polish cryptological
bomb
(bomba
kryptologiczna)
machine.
McLaughlin then discussed
Navy Captain Daniel V. Gallery. He
was a graduate of the Naval
Academy at Annapolis. He and two
other brothers rose to the rank of
rear admiral, and his other brother
was a Catholic priest and Navy
Chaplain. He was assigned as Naval
Attaché at the US Embassy in
Britain. While there, he flew British
Spitfires from the factory to the RAF
aerodromes. After the US entered
the war, he was assigned in 1942 to
the Fleet Air Base in Reykjavik,
Iceland, where he worked on antisubmarine warfare.
While in
Reykjavik, he began planning the
capture of a German U-boat. In
1944, Hunter Killer Task Group 22.3
was formed (with Capt. Gallery’s
escort carrier USS Guadalcanal as
flagship) to hunt down German Uboats and destroy them.
He
pioneered 24-hour flight operations
in hunting U-boats – he said it was
quite a challenge to land on a small
escort carrier in the dark.
McLaughlin discussed Flight
Sergeant Ronald Silcock of the Royal

Australian Air Force. The U-505 was
part of a concentration of German U
-boats near Venezuela, a critical oil
producer for the Allies.
On
November 11, 1942, she was
spotted on the surface off the coast
of Trinidad by a Lockheed Hudson
patrol bomber flown by Silcock.
Silcock detected a radar signal, and
turned his radar off. He decided to
make visual contact so he would not
be detected by the U-boat. When
he spotted the U-505, he turned off
his engine and glided in for the
attack, dropping four 250-lb depth
charges. The U-505 was hit on the
deck above the waterline by a
bomb; however, the shrapnel hit the
tail assembly on Silcock’s low-flying
aircraft, causing it to crash in the sea
– killing Silcock and his crew.
McLaughlin dedicated the book to
Silcock and his crew. The U-505
limped back to Lorient, Brittany in
Occupied France. She was the most
heavily
damaged
U-Boat
to
successfully return to port.
McLaughlin discussed Hans
Goebeler, who served as a crewman
of the U-505 on all its missions.
Once he found out the captured U505 was being exhibited at the
Museum of Science and Industry, he
moved to Chicago and became a
docent of the U-boat. In 1999,
Goebeler wrote his autobiography,
Steel Boats, Iron Hearts: A U-Boat
Crewman’s Life Aboard U-505.
The first commander of U505 was Axel-Olaf Löwe, who took
great care of his crew. After two
patrols, he was relieved due to
illness in 1942.
The second

commander was Peter Zschech, who
was only 24 years old. He was very
critical of his officers and men, and
on his first patrol, he stayed on the
surface too long, and the U-505 was
severely damaged by Silcock’s
bombing off Trinidad in November
1942.
After repairs, the U-505
attempted to return to sea, but was
forced to return multiple times due
to repeated sabotage by French
workers in the Resistance. After
finally going to sea, in October 1943,
the U-505 came under depth charge
attack while submerged off the
Azores. During the attack, Zschech
suffered a mental breakdown, and
shot himself with his Walther PPK
pistol in front of his shocked officers
in the control room. His executive
officer, Paul Meyer, took command,
and returned to base with only
minor damage.
McLaughlin
discussed
Jacques Stosskopf, a Frenchman
born in Alsace, who spoke fluent
German. He was in charge of
construction at the submarine base
at Lorient when France surrendered
to the Germans. He was conscripted
by the Germans to work on German
U-boats at the base.
He was
recruited by the French Resistance;
he passed submarine movements to
the Allies, and organized men to
sabotage U-boats when they came
in for repair, including the U-505.
They drilled pinholes in the gas
tanks, so oil would escape and be
visible on the surface. His activities
were discovered when the Germans
tortured a Resistance member; he
was arrested by the Gestapo, and
sent to a camp in Alsace. Sadly, he
was executed days before the Allies
liberated Alsace.

The final commander of U505 was Harald Lange, who, at age
40, was the oldest U-boat captain.
He was a fatherly figure for the
demoralized crew, and improved
morale. He was ordered to join the
U-boat concentration around Cape
Verde in West Africa. Bletchley Park
decrypted information about the
concentration, but did not know the
location of the individual U-boats.
Captain Gallery’s Hunter Killer Task
Group 22.3 was dispatched to the
area to attempt to capture a U-boat.
The plan was to force a U-boat to
the surface, and strafe it to get the
crew into the water; they could not
bomb the U-boat because they
wanted to capture an operable
submarine. Salvage crews would be
sent to the U-boat after capture.
They spent three weeks looking for
U-boats with no luck. The U-505
was low on fuel, so Captain Lange
decided to return to base for
refueling. On June 4, 1944, Captain
Gallery’s Task Group picked up a
sonar contact on U-505, southwest
of the Canary Islands. The USS
Guadalcanal launched Grumman

F4F Wildcat fighters. Captain Lange
was at periscope depth when he saw
the destroyer escorts, and ordered
the U-boat to dive – he was right in
the middle of the Task Group. The
Wildcats saw the silhouette of the U
-boat, and fired machine guns. The
destroyer escort Chatelain followed
the splash marks, and dropped
depth charges. Captain Lange was
forced to the surface – they were
taking on water, and lost electrical
power (only the engines were
working). The rudder was damaged,
and the U-boat was circling at 7
knots. Captain Lange was struck by
50-caliber shrapnel, and knocked
unconscious. The executive officer
was wounded, and was in the water.
Normally, during an order to
abandon ship, the captain would
destroy the code books, and the
executive officer would set the
demolition charges.
Since the
captain was unconscious, and the
wounded executive officer was
already in the water, the

Lt. (jg) Albert L. David and the Seven Men of his
Boarding Party (with an additional sailor)

Captain Gallery on the Captured
German U-Boat U-505
engineering officer gave the order to
abandon ship. The code books were
left behind, and the demolition
charges were not set. The crew
quickly opened some of the valves
to let in water, and abandoned ship,
thinking it was severely damaged.
Lt. (jg) Albert L. David led
the eight-man boarding party. He
enlisted in the Navy in 1919, and
served for 20 years, before retiring
to the Fleet Reserve. After 47 days,
he was recalled to duty for World
War II after the Germans and Soviets
invaded Poland in 1939. In 1942, he
was promoted to ensign while
working on submarine repair. In
1943, he was promoted to
lieutenant (jg), and assigned to the
destroyer escort USS Pillsbury, which
became part of Captain Gallery’s
Hunter Killer Task Force. He was 42
years old when he led the boarding
party. They did not know if the
demolition charges were set to
explode, or if there were Germans
lurking on the U-boat to shoot them
as they boarded the ship. His team
closed the valves, and got control of
the U-boat. The salvage crew from
the USS Guadalcanal then boarded
to repair the damage, and make the

U-boat seaworthy under Lt. David’s
direction. They recovered an intact
Enigma machine, the Kriegsmarine
codebook, secret documents, and
G7es acoustic homing torpedoes,
which were reverse-engineered to
devise a countermeasure.
The U-505 was towed to
Bermuda flying a US flag. David was
promoted to full lieutenant, and
received the Medal of Honor for the
first successful boarding and capture
of an enemy man-of-war since 1815.
He died of a heart attack in Norfolk,
Virginia, and the Medal of Honor
was posthumously presented to his
widow by President Truman at the
White House.
Captain Gallery
impressed on his men the urgency
to keep the capture of U-505 a
secret. If the Germans became
aware of it, they would change all
their codes, rendering the capture
useless.
The code books were
delivered to Bletchley Park, and they
were able to read decrypted
Kreigsmarine coded messages. They
were able to determine the location
of all the German U-boats. From
July 1944 to the end of the war, the
Allies sunk 272 U-boats. President

Owens presented the SAR Certificate
of
Appreciation
to
Robert
McLaughlin for his informative
presentation.
Awards Chairman Brown
presented the SAR Flag Certificate to
Tom Silva, and noted that Silva and
Mike Wendorf would be presenting
Flag Certificates to deserving
candidates.
Chairman Brown
presented the SAR Law Enforcement
Commendation Medal to Dr. John
Fulwider of Mississippi via Zoom
Meeting.
Compatriot Fulwider
served in the Contra Costa Sheriff’s
Department from 1974 to 2004. He
was a recruiting and training officer,
and supervised 55 officers. Derek
will present the medal to Fulwider at
the upcoming NSSAR Leadership
Meeting in Louisville. Chairman
Brown noted that the chapter has
added 8 more people to the NSSAR
Veterans Corp. If you served in the
military, be sure to contact
Chairman Brown to get your name
added.
Registrar Derek
Brown
reported that he is working on 19

applications, and we have had one
approved in 2022. Compatriot Terry
Morford, who retired from PG&E,
and his brothers have submitted a
total of 18 supplementals.
VP
Owens noted that Derek Brown has
been doing a great job as registrar.
Derek Brown presented the SAR Past
President Pin to Greg Owens for his
service as president.
Derek Brown presented the
America 250 presentation to the
chapter. He presented events that
occurred in February during the
Revolutionary Period: The Battle of
Cowan’s Ford, Huntersville, NC
(2/1/1781), Major General Moultrie
defeated the British at Port Royal
Island, SC (2/3/1779), the US and
France signed the French Alliance
(2/6/1778), Patriots Andrew Pickens
and Elijah Clarke defeated Loyalists
at Kettle Creek, GA (2/11/1779),
George Rogers Clark captured
Vincennes (now in Indiana) in the
Western Campaign (2/23-24/1779),
and Revolutionaries drove the
Loyalists from Moore’s Creek Bridge,
NC (2/27/1776).
Members in
attendance at this meeting earn
points towards the SAR 250th
Anniversary Medal.
Derek will
continue to make America 250
presentations at future meetings so
compatriots can earn points towards
the medal.
Chaplain Vernagallo gave
the benediction via Zoom, and VP
Owens adjourned the meeting at
2:10PM.
— Stephen Renouf, Secretary

March Meeting
The Captured U-505 Being Towed to Bermuda

T

he March Monthly Meeting
will be held in person at the
Old Spaghetti Factory in Concord on

Saturday, March 19, 2022, at Noon.
For those compatriots not
able to attend in person, we will
have a concurrent Zoom Meeting.
Our guest speaker will be
Allen Davis, the training officer for
the Rear Admiral Richard O’Kane
Division of the US Naval Sea Cadet
Corps. He will discuss the training
that the cadets receive, and what
opportunities are available to the
cadets.
Please join us for an
informative presentation!

RIP-Lester Westling

W

e regret to announce the
passing
of
former
Compatriot Rev. Dr. Lester Westling,
Jr., who died on May 2, 2019 in
Fairfield, California. He was buried
with full military honors at the
Northern
California
Veterans
Cemetery in Igo, California.
Lester Leon Westling, Jr. was
born on October 19, 1930 in
Oakland, California, and was the son
of Lester Leon Westling, Sr. and June
Minerva Holmes. He graduated with
a Masters in Pastoral Psychology and
Doctor of Ministry from San
Francisco Theological Seminary. He
became an Episcopal deacon in
1950, and a priest in 1956. He
served as Curate and Vicar in the
Diocese of California from 19551960. He was a Missionary in the
Philippines with Igorot Tribes and a
Chinese School and Parish from
1960-1966. He served as a US Navy
Chaplain from 1966-87. He served
in combat in Vietnam for two years
with the US Marine Infantry; Field
Medical and River Boat Patrols;
Surface, Air, and Submarine
deploying commands; and Navy
Hospitals. In 1975, he became a

licensed marriage and family
therapist; he established a program
introducing family therapy to sea
services, and was a psychotherapist
and diagnostician at a mental health
clinic in Red Bluff, California. He
served as Parish Rector of All Saints
Redding from 1987-1995.
Lester joined the Redding
Chapter of the SAR in 2004 on the
service of his patriot ancestor John
Harlan (1716-1790), who performed
public service in Maryland. Lester
transferred to the Thomas Jefferson
Chapter in 2014, and resigned his
membership at the end of 2015.
Our condolences go out to his family
and friends.

RIP-Louis F. Young

W

e regret to announce the
passing of Compatriot Lou
Young, who died on February 24,
2018 in Walnut Creek, California,
and was interred with his parents in
the Chapel of Everlasting Praise in
the Chapel of the Chimes
Columbarium and Mausoleum in
Oakland.
Louis Franklin Young was
born on April 14, 1932 in
Sacramento, California, and was the
son of William Franklin Young and
Olga Zenobia Soderstrom.
Lou joined the SAR in 2009
on the service of his patriot ancestor
Felix Young (1747-1824), a private in
the 2nd Battalion, Lancaster County
Militia in Pennsylvania, under Capt.
Michael Holdenbaum.
His late
father William Young was a member
of the SAR, his son Eric K. Young is a
current member of the Thomas

Jefferson Chapter, and his son
Andrew B. Young was a former
member of the chapter. Lou Young
was a Life Member of the Sons of
the American Revolution.
Lou Young served the
Thomas Jefferson Chapter as vice
president from 2010 to 2011, and as
membership chairman from 2010 to
2012. Our condolences go out to his
family and friends.

RIP-Stan Hazlak, Sr.

W

e regret to announce the
passing of Compatriot Stan
Hazlak, who died on October 3, 2020
in Pinole, California.
Stanley Martin Hazlak, Sr.
was born on August 14, 1945 in
Nanticoke, Pennsylvania, and was
the son of Stanley Hazlak and Agnes
Franklin.
He was an insurance
investigator.
Stan joined the SAR in 2012
on the service of his patriot ancestor
Samuel Ransom (1738-1778) of
Connecticut, a captain in the
Continental Army, who was killed in
the Wyoming Valley Massacre in
Connecticut/Pennsylvania. Ransom
was buried in the Wyoming
Memorial Cemetery in Luzerne
County, Pennsylvania. Stan’s sons
Stanley M. Hazlak, Jr. and Shawn M.
Hazlak were former members of the
Thomas Jefferson Chapter. Stan
Hazlak was a Life Member of the
Sons of the American Revolution.
Stan Hazlak served the
Thomas Jefferson Chapter as vice
president from 2016, and as Chapter
Essay Chairman from 2016 until
resigning both positions in June
2018 due to ill health.
Our
condolences go out to his family and
friends.

MARCH 2022
REGULAR MEETING

Saturday, March 19, 2022

the old spaghetti factory
1955 Mount Diablo Street, Concord, CA

11:30AM—Pre-Meeting
Social

Noon to 2:30PM—Meeting

Programme:
Allen Davis, US Naval Sea Cadet Corp. Allen Davis, the training officer for the Rear Admiral Richard
O’Kane Division of the US Naval Sea Cadet Corps, will give a presentation on the Sea Cadets, and
discuss opportunities available to the cadets, who are aged 13 through 17. The Sea Cadets are
sponsored by the Navy League of the US, and supported by the US Navy and Coast Guard. Come
join us for a great meeting!

MENU
Spaghetti with Mushroom Sauce,
Fettuccini Alfredo, Chicken Parmigiana, or Baked Lasagna
$23 per person
Questions? Contact Stephen Renouf at Usina@aol.com
Deadline: 16 March 2022
Please make check payable to THOMAS JEFFERSON CHAPTER, enclose this reservation slip,
and mail to: Secretary Stephen Renouf, 16123 Paseo del Campo, San Lorenzo. CA 94580
Name:

Entrée choice:

Spaghetti

Fettuccini

Chicken

Lasagna

Guest:

Entrée choice:

Spaghetti

Fettuccini

Chicken

Lasagna

Guest2:

Entrée choice:

Spaghetti

Fettuccini

Chicken

Lasagna

Quote of the Month
“Events of October 1962 indicated, as they had all
through history, that control of the sea means
security. Control of the seas can mean peace.
Control of the seas can mean victory. The United
States must control the seas if it is to protect your
security… .”
THOMAS JEFFERSON
CHAPTER

— President John F. Kennedy, 1963.
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