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President’s Notes

M

y fellow compatriots, I hope
you have had a good
Summer 2021 considering that here in
Northern California we are currently
experiencing drought and a very rough
fire season. I hope all of you and your
family have experienced minimal issues
from these events.
The next chapter meeting will be
a combined face-to-face and virtual/
Zoom Meeting on Saturday, September
18th at the Old Spaghetti Factory in
Concord. As a reminder for our newer
members, the Thomas Jefferson Chapter
normally meets 8 times a year (January
through May, and September through
November/December).
Meetings are
normally lunch meetings starting at noon
on the third Saturday of each month,
except for the November/December
meeting, which is held in either late
November or early December.
Our
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USS Oakland commissioned in Oakland, CA. Picture courtesy of Phil Stage.

meetings include a guest speaker
followed by a chapter business meeting.
Meetings are normally held at a meeting
room at the Old Spaghetti Factory in
Concord. Spouses and guests are always
welcome and encouraged to attend.
The 2021 National Congress of
the Sons of the American Revolution was
held in Washington State on the beautiful
sun-kissed shores of South Lake
Washington.
Derek Brown and I
represented the Thomas Jefferson
Chapter at the Congress. One topic of
discussion was an increase in application
fees, which was passed and went into
effect at the end of business on July 15th.
More information regarding this has been
sent to the various state secretaries, and
further information will appear on the
NSSAR website in the near future. The
132nd Congress will be held in July 2022
in Savannah, Georgia.
The 250th Anniversary of the
American Revolution.
At the 2021
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CIVIS AMERICANUS SUM

Congress in Washington this past
July, President General Davis Wright
indicated that the 250th Anniversary
of the American Revolution would
be one of his top priorities. The
250th Anniversary of the American
Revolution Recognition Program is
intended to encompass any
activities that tie back to events
occurring during the period of the
American
Revolution.
The
recognition program is designed to
encourage and recognize those
compatriots, chapters and societies
that participate in local, state,
national and international events
which publicly educate, recognize,
honor, and celebrate the events and
heroes of the period surrounding
the
American
Revolution.
Participation involves the planning
and execution of these events, as
well as attendance.
The
250th
Anniversary
Medal covers the celebration of any
event’s 250th Anniversary, where
said event related directly to acts of
resistance to British attempts to
coerce the American colonists: from
the first protesting of Parliamentary
Acts following the conclusion of the
French and Indian Wars, through the
armed struggle of the American War
for Independence, to the ratification
of the Treaty of Paris by the
Continental Congress. Therefore,
this will cover any public
celebrations in the period from 2014
to 2033.
The form may be
submitted to cover multiple years,
and following the first submission,
be submitted in multiple years, only
covering activities since the previous

submission. Scorekeeping is the
responsibility of each compatriot
and awarding authority.
CASSAR 250th Anniversary
Committee co-chairs John Ferris and
Lou Carlson have developed a list of
the types of events that would
qualify for the various awards in the
250th Anniversary Recognition
Program. Reporting of the events
would go “up the chain” to the chair
of the NSSAR 250th Anniversary
Committee. A 250th Anniversary
meeting was held for the SAR
Western District on August 20, 2021,
with VPG Charles Smith of the
Western District leading the highlevel discussion. Hawaii, Nevada
and California were all represented;
while each state indicated they are
working on plans, minimal details
are available at this time, and this is
due mostly to fully understanding
the scope and duration of the effort
at this early stage.
Additional meetings will be
held to further develop the scope,
and track progress at the state and
chapter levels, so all chapters are
encouraged to begin discussions and
develop plans using the suggestions
developed to date.
Any event
related to those events occurring
during the American Revolutionary
Period will meet the criteria for
awards. Additional information can
be found on the NSSAR website
under the “America250” dropdown
menu, or via the website at https://
www.connecticutsar.org/America
250th/America 250.htm
I hope to see you all at our
September 18th chapter meeting in
person at the Old Spaghetti Factory,
or via Zoom Meeting.
— Gregory Owens, President

Secretary’s Notes

T

he Thomas Jefferson
Chapter held a Zoom
Meeting on Saturday, May 15, 2021
at 1PM. We had thirteen chapter
members in the meeting – President
Greg Owens, Secretary Stephen
Renouf, Treasurer William Rood,
Registrar Derek Brown, Chaplain
John Vernagallo, Jim Cleveland, Tom
McGinley (in Arizona), Steve Main,
Scott Menard, Terry Morford, Jeff
Nibert, Tom Silva, and Ward
Williamson (in Germany). We had
four guests – Robert Ebert (San
Francisco Chapter), and applicants
Bill Blaylock, Donald Flemming, and
David King.
President Greg Owens called
the meeting to order at 1:00PM, and
Robert
Vernagallo
gave
the
invocation. President Owens led the
chapter in the pledge of allegiance
to the US Flag, and the SAR pledge.
President Owens introduced our
special guests, Derek Brown
(Inspector General, NSSAR Trustee
for California, and past state
president), Bob Ebert (past state
president, past VPG, and member of
the San Francisco Chapter), and
Stephen Renouf (NSSAR Trustee for
Spain, past state president, and past
VPG).
Registrar Derek Brown gave
the Registrar’s Report. He said we
have one new member recently
approved (Frank Kaylor), four
applications
currently
being
reviewed at National (Judson Reed,
Jackson Reed, Danny Shurtz, and
Anthony Shurtz), three applications
recently sent to the CASSAR
Registrar (David, Evan and Jake
Harberson), and 17 other applicants

in various stages of preparation.
There
are
22
supplemental
applications
currently
being
reviewed at National.
Medals
and
Awards
Chairman Brown reported that the
chapter has made one ROTC Award
(Marine Corps at UC Berkeley), two
JROTC Awards, one Naval Sea Cadet
Corps Award, five Flag Certificate,
and eight Eagle Scout Certificate
presentations this year. He reported
that the registration for the SAR
Annual Congress
in Renton,
Washington, would be opening up
late next week. Registrar Brown
also reported that he attended a
successful Hawaii Society meeting
last month, and that the Hawaii
State Vice President brought leis for
the ladies in attendance.
Our speaker, Captain Laura
Collins, again failed to appear, so we
did not have a presentation on the
US Coast Guard. Instead, President
Owens led a discussion of chapter

Greg Owens & Derek Brown at the
NSAR Annual Congress

business. He said this would likely
be our last Zoom-only chapter
meeting. He said he would contact
Heather at the Old Spaghetti Factory
to arrange our last three meetings
for the year – September 18,
October 16, and November 20. He
will be inquiring about WiFi access
to see if we are able to hold a Zoom
Meeting in conjunction with the live
meeting for people living outside the
Bay Area.
Compatriot Tom Silva noted
that it was Armed Forces Day, which
honors the service of those currently
in the Armed Forces of the United
States. The holiday was created in
1949 to replace separate Army,
Navy and Air Force Days. (Memorial
Day honors veterans of the Armed
Forces who lost their lives while
serving, and Veterans Day honors
veterans of the Armed Forces who
were discharged under conditions
other than dishonorable). President
Owens noted that efforts were
underway in Alameda to mark
Memorial Day this year (they had to
cancel activities last year due to
Wuhan Flu restrictions). He also
announced that he was training to
be a docent with the USS Hornet
Museum in Alameda. He said there
was a lot to learn. He served on a
carrier as squadron, not as crew, so
he is having to learn many details of
the ship.
He went to the
engineering deck recently, and was
very impressed. He said they are
currently doing tours of the flight
deck and the hanger deck, and they
hope to open interior spaces soon.
They have an exhibit on Apollo XI, as
the USS Hornet recovered the Apollo
XI command module Columbia after
splashdown in 1969. During the

shutdown, they have worked hard
renovating the interior spaces, and
restoring
old
airplanes
and
helicopters from World War II, Korea
and Vietnam.
He encouraged
members to visit the USS Hornet
Museum and take a tour. This
Hornet (CV-12) is the second ship of
that name that served in World War
II. The first Hornet (CV-8) launched
Jimmy Doolittle’s Raid on Tokyo, and
was sunk in 1942 in the Battle of the
Santa Cruz Islands. The second ship,
under construction as the USS
Kearsarge, was renamed the Hornet,
and served with distinction in World
War II, and the Vietnam War.
Secretary Renouf noted that the
Thomas Jefferson Chapter attended
the 50th Anniversary of V-J Day
ceremonies on the USS Hornet flight
deck in 1995. Compatriot Jeff Nibert
noted he attended a father-son
sleep over on the USS Hornet. They
slept in 3-man bunks, and were
awoken at 6AM with a man banging
a stick on the wall to wake up the
landlubbers. He noted that his Sons
of Union Veterans group held a
meeting on the Hornet, followed by
a tour of the ship. There was a
discussion about the Thomas
Jefferson Chapter holding a future
meeting on the ship. We could bring
catered food onboard, and eat in the
ship’s mess or on the fantail, and
have a tour of the ship afterwards.
Perhaps a special evening meeting
during the week, when there is less
activity on the ship.
Our Compatriot living in
Germany,
Ward
Williamson,
reported that he continues to do 1-2
old CASSAR applications a day for
the SAR Patriot Research System.
They
still
have
unassigned

applications, so he encouraged
compatriots to volunteer to enter
the application data into the system.
President
Greg
Owens
announced that the chapter still
needs a volunteer for vice president.
He said that he was willing to serve
next year as vice president if we
could get a volunteer for president.
The job is not difficult, and there are
many former presidents and chapter
officers willing to help out. If you
are willing to help the chapter,
please contact President Owens.
This is President Owens last year, so
unless we get a volunteer to serve as
chapter president, we will not be
able to hold chapter meetings in
2022 – please consider honoring
your patriot ancestors by serving the
chapter. Compatriot Thomas Silva
volunteered to serve as chapter
historian—the main duty being
holding the archives of the chapter –
currently in three banker’s boxes.
We thank him for his service to the
Thomas Jefferson Chapter!
President Owens noted the
next meeting will be an in-person
meeting on September 18, 2021 at
the Old Spaghetti Factory in
Concord.
Compatriot Vernagallo
gave the benediction, and President
Owens adjourned the meeting at
1:45PM.
— Stephen Renouf, Secretary

Zoom Meeting

T

he
September
Monthly
Meeting will be held in person
at the Old Spaghetti Factory in
Concord on Saturday, September
18, 2021, at Noon. For those

compatriots not able to attend in
person, we will have a concurrent
Zoom Meeting. This will be our first
attempt to have a joint in-person
meeting and Zoom meeting. If it
works out, we will consider it for
future meetings.

Our guest speakers for the
meeting will be Brian and Marla
Rains, who are full-time volunteers
at the Oakland FamilySearch
Library. Both were born in Los
Angeles County and are grateful to
be back in California. During their
41 years of matrimony, they have
lived mostly in the south and east of
the USA, plus two international work
assignments
in
Spain
and
Singapore. Their three children and
seven grandchildren are in Indiana,
Colorado and Utah. After retiring
from the workforce in 2020, they
accepted their current 23-month
assignment.
Brian and Marla Rains will
be presenting, Family is Family. A
Global,
Local
and
Personal
Perspective of FamilySearch. They
will explore the global efforts of
FamilySearch to discover, gather and
connect families. They will describe
how the Oakland FamilySearch
Library contributes to this global
effort. They will also share the
impact that these combined efforts
have had on individuals and families,
which makes all these efforts
worthwhile. Please join us for an
informative presentation!

In Memoriam
Richard Hartshorn Ingraham

W

e regret to report the death
of
former
Compatriot
Richard Ingraham, who passed away
unexpectedly on January 28, 2021 in
Walnut Creek, California, at the age
of 96.
Richard Hartshorn Ingraham
was born on August 24, 1924 in
Oakland, California, the son of
Arthur Kelso Ingraham and Eleanor
Hartshorn Smith of Massachusetts.
He graduated from UC Berkeley with
a degree in Forestry. During World
War II, he served in the US Army as a
sharpshooter in the 104th Infantry
“Timberwolf” Division. He worked
in the timber and paper industry
before having a second career in
residential real estate.

Richard became a member
of the Thomas Jefferson Chapter,
SAR, on June 17, 2016 on the service
of Private John Hartshorn (17441830) of New Hampshire. Patriot
John Hartshorn is buried in the
Amherst Town Hall Burying Ground
in Amherst, New Hampshire. He
served the community as a member
of Veterans’ and Cal alumni groups,
St Paul’s Episcopal Church, Mt.
Diablo Therapy Center, and the John
Muir Hospital board. He was a
home
winemaker,
and
his
Mockingbird Cellars varietals took
many prizes in State and Country
competitions. In 1995, he and his
wife Sally traveled on the Rovos Rail
and Blue Train in South Africa.
Richard’s
sister,
Nancy
Greenland, is a member of the DAR,
and his wife, Sally Ingraham, is a
member of the Mt. Diablo Chapter,
DAR. Richard’s son, Scott Ingraham,
was also a member of the Thomas
Jefferson Chapter in 2016. Richard
resigned his membership on
December 31, 2019.
Our sincere condolences go
out to his family.

James StePhen
Beatty

W

e regret to report the death
of James Beatty, the past
president of the Redwood Empire
Chapter, who passed away on May
31, 2021 at his home in Napa.
James Beatty was born 20
minutes before his twin brother,
Thomas
Jefferson
Compatriot
William Beatty, in 1941 in Long
Beach, California.
He played the bagpipes at
CASSAR Meetings, and has been
playing them since he was 22.
James Beatty served in the
US Navy Seabees in Vietnam from
1966 to 1968, and was interred with
military honors at the Sacramento
National Cemetery in Dixon,
California.

SEPTEMBER 2021
REGULAR MEETING

Saturday, 18 September 2021

the old spaghetti factory
1955 Mount Diablo Street, Concord, CA

11:30AM—Pre-Meeting
Social

Noon to 2:30PM—Meeting

Programme:
Family is Family: A Global, Local and Personal Perspective of FamilySearch. Brian and Marla Rains
will explore the global efforts of FamilySearch to discover, gather and connect families. They will
describe how the Oakland FamilySearch Library contributes to this global effort, and how these
combined efforts impact individuals and families. They will share global data, local capabilities and
personal examples. Come join us for a great meeting!

MENU
Spaghetti with Mushroom Sauce,
Fettuccini Alfredo, Chicken Parmigiana, or Baked Lasagna
$20 per person
Deadline: 14 September 2021 Questions? Contact Stephen Renouf at Usina@aol.com
Please make check payable to THOMAS JEFFERSON CHAPTER, enclose this reservation slip,
and mail to: Secretary Stephen Renouf, 16123 Paseo del Campo, San Lorenzo. CA 94580
Name:

Entrée choice:

Spaghetti

Fettuccini

Chicken

Lasagna

Guest:

Entrée choice:

Spaghetti

Fettuccini

Chicken

Lasagna

Guest2:

Entrée choice:

Spaghetti

Fettuccini

Chicken

Lasagna

Quote of the Month

“Some people wonder all their lives
if they’ve made a difference. The
Marines don’t have that problem .”

— President Ronald Reagan.
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