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President’s Notes

M

y fellow Compatriots, I hope
you are enjoying Spring

2021!

Our May 15th meeting will be the
last meeting prior to our summer break,
and our last Zoom-only meeting. On
September 15, we will resume our inperson meetings at the Old Spaghetti
Factory in Concord. We will look into
providing Zoom access to our meetings
for those unable to attend in person.
As a reminder for our newer
members, the chapter normally meets for
lunch at noon 8 times per year on the
third Saturday of each month – January
to May, and September to October; the
last meeting of the year is held in either
late November or early December. Our
meetings include a guest speaker
followed by a chapter business meeting.
Meetings are normally held at a meeting
room of the Old Spaghetti Factory in
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“US” Surcharged French Charleville Musket

Concord. Spouses and guests are always
welcome to attend.
The history of Memorial Day
dates back to the American Civil War –
starting out as an event to honor soldiers
who had died during the war. It is said to
have been inspired by the way people in
the southern states honored their dead.
The first national celebration of
Decoration Day took place on May 30,
1868. Many cities and towns claim to be
the birthplace of Memorial Day;
Waterloo, New York, was officially
declared the birthplace of Memorial Day
(originally called Decoration Day) by
President Johnson in 1966. In the late
19th century, the holiday was expanded
to include the deceased veterans of all
the wars fought by American forces. The
holiday was celebrated on May 30, until
1968, when the Uniform Holidays Bill was
passed.
The 2021 SAR Annual Congress
will be held in Washington State; a brief
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12-minute ride from SeaTac Airport
will bring you to the Hyatt Regency
Lake Washington at Southport, a 4star luxury hotel in the shadow of
Mt. Rainier. Plan to attend this notto-be-missed historic event.
The National Congress is the
main event of the year, occurring
annually in July, and hosted by a
state society.
At congress, we
celebrate the accomplishments of
the chapters, state societies and
national committees; we honor
remarkable individuals within the
membership, as well as the public,
for their outstanding efforts and
work; we recognize, honor and
reward educational contest national
winners; and the Rumbaugh oration
contest competitors compete live. It
is a rewarding experience, with an
opportunity to re-connect with old
friends, meet new friends, and tend
to the business of our society.
Attending Congress is a
fabulous way to learn about how our
national society works. The weeklong congress consists of business
sessions, committee meetings, social
functions, and is topped off with
formal evening banquets and tours
of the hosting city. You can see
what other state societies and
chapters are doing.
All SAR
members are welcome to attend,
and all attendees will gain a better
understanding of our society on a
national level.
The inspiration you gain by
hearing what other chapters in our
organization are doing will revive
your sense of why you joined the
SAR in the first place. You will

return with fresh ideas of how to
serve your chapter and community.
You will feel more connected to our
national organization, and stir you to
get involved in the goals of our
noble society. We encourage you to
attend the 2021 congress in Renton,
Washington!
For more information and
how to register, visit www.sar.org/
congress. Registration for the 2021
Congress will open on May 15, 2021.
— Gregory Owens, President

Secretary’s Notes

T

he Thomas Jefferson
Chapter held a Zoom
Meeting on Saturday, April 24, 2021
at 1PM.
We had 13 chapter
members in the meeting – President
Greg Owens, Secretary Stephen
Renouf, Treasurer William Rood,
Registrar Derek Brown (in Hawaii),
Chaplain John Vernagallo, Sergeantat-Arms Phil Stage, Past President
Tim Ernst, Nick Bowles, Ken Cook (in
Florida), Dr. John Fulwider (in
Mississippi), Tom McGinley (in
Arizona), Howard Nemir, and Ward
Williamson (in Germany). We had
four guests – Robert Ebert (San
Francisco Chapter), Speaker Dr. Kent
Gregory, and applicants Bill Blaylock
and David King. President Owens
introduced our special guests, Bob
Ebert (past state president, VPG, and
member of the San Francisco
Chapter), and Speaker Dr. Kent
Gregory.
Registrar Derek Brown was
in Hawaii for the Hawaii Society
Annual Meeting, and gave the
Registrar’s Report. He said we have
five applications currently being
reviewed at National – Frank Kaylor,
Judson Reed, Jackson Reed, Danny

Shurtz, and Anthony Shurtz – and 24
other applications in various stages.
There
are
18
supplemental
applications from the Plotts family
currently being reviewed.
He
reported the chapter has made one
ROTC Award, two JROTC Awards,
one Naval Sea Cadet Corps Award,
and eight Eagle Scout Certificate
presentations.
President Owens introduced
guest speaker Kent Gregory, Ed.D., a
former SAR Vice President General
and CASSAR President, and the
current Chairman of the SAR
Museum Board.
Dr. Kent Gregory presented
a program on some of the significant
historical artifacts in the collections
of the SAR Museum. He gave an
overview of the SAR Headquarters,
which was originally located on
Massachusetts Ave. in Washington,
DC, from 1927 to 1978. In 1978, the
SAR purchased the Masonic Grand
Lodge Building on Fourth Street in
Louisville, and moved to Kentucky.
The lobby and hallways were used to
display some of our historical items.
In 2008, the SAR purchased the
Fulton Conway Building on West
Main Street in Louisville – in 2010,
the SAR opened its Genealogical
Library there; and in 2014, the SAR
moved its headquarters operations
there. This building was selected for
its location on Museum Row, which
has the Kentucky Science Center, the
Frazier Historical Arms Museum, the
Louisville Slugger Museum, and
many others. In normal school
years, there are bus loads of
students on West Main Street on
field trips, so the SAR planned to
open an exciting Revolutionary War
History Museum for school field

trips, family visits, and tourists. The
SAR has been working with
SolidLight to develop the exhibits for
the SAR Museum to be an immersive
and interactive experience for
attendees.
Segments will be
electronic, and downloadable to
schools across the nation and
around the world.
The SAR Museum has a
Artifact Donor Program so the
Museum can acquire more artifacts
to display in the museum and in
exhibits sponsored by the SAR.
Currently, the SAR has about 250
historical artifacts, and 57 paintings/
busts in the collection. Dr. Gregory
displayed some images of significant
and recent additions to the
collection. He showed an Americanmade .65-caliber Fowler used for
hunting birds, which was used by
Beriah Murray of the New
Hampshire
Militia
at
Fort
Ticonderoga. It had been in the
Murray family until donated to the
SAR by Neil Murray of the Michigan
Society. Many American soldiers
used their own weapons that were
made for other purposes, like
hunting. One of the duties of the
Museum Board is to care for
historical artifacts, and this gun has
been in the collection for over 50
years. Recently, they got a $7k grant
to remove corrosion from the gun.
A few weeks ago, they received a
musket that was assembled in
America, with an American stock
and an English barrel, with other
parts imported or made by
American blacksmiths. A year ago,
they received a “US Surcharged”

French Charleville Musket Model
1754/1763 donated by a compatriot
with a matching grant from the
George Washington Endowment
Fund. After the French Alliance, the
French sent old weapons, and
weapon in pieces, so in 1777, the
Continental Congress authorized
blacksmiths to assemble and test
the weapons, and then brand “U.S.”
on the stock or the metal so soldiers
could not take them home. They
were among the first identified as
United States weapons in the history
of our country.
Dr. Gregory
displayed a British Blunderbuss (a
Colonial-Era sawed-off shotgun)
with a brass barrel, used by sailors
to clear the deck when being
boarded, as well as a 1763-1766
French Charleville Flintlock Pistol,
donated by Joe Dooley, Jim Klingler
and Kent Gregory of the California
Society. Typically, when they have
items that cost several thousand
dollars, the Museum Board pairs up
compatriots to make the purchase.
Other items in the collection
included a Leather Shot Pouch, with
an opening to permit only one
musket ball through at a time.
Revolutionary War soldiers also used
many spear-type weapons. Dr. Sam
Powell donated a Partizan-Style Half
Pike (about 7-feet long), used
against dragoons on horses, as well
as lined up to turn back cavalry
assaults. George Washington did
not want his officers busy loading
muskets, so they used pikes as
weapons, and as identification to
their men on the battlefield. After
the Battle of Bunker Hill,
Washington ordered more speartype weapons. When the Americans
ran out of powder, the British were

able to overrun the American
positions, so he wanted spear
weapons ready so they could defend
their positions longer. One of the
most expensive items in the
collection ($9k) is a New England
Pierced Halberd, which was used in
the French & Indian War, and the
American Revolution.
Dr. Gregory also displayed
various canteens, tomahawks, and
war axes. He showed an American
Cartridge Box, and some Engraved
Powder Horns. Mark and JoAnn
Kramer of the California Society
donated a Pennsylvania Screw-tip
Powder Horn. There were many
Germans in Pennsylvania, with a
long tradition of carving. They
carved threads into the powder
horn, so the end stopper could be
screwed on.
Dr. Gregory displayed some
swords in the collection. There was
a sword recovered from Kings
Mountain – the blade was from
Europe, the knuckle guard was made
in America, and the wooded handle
was lost to time. There was an
Infantry Officer’s Hanger Sword with
a stirrup hilt – a versatile tool used
for cutting brush, prying doors, and
cooking meat. In Napoleonic times,
the hilt style changed – the SAR had
to purge its collection of swords
from later eras originally sold as
“Revolutionary Era” swords. Derek
Brown of the California Society
donated an American Cutlass, with a
blade from Europe, and a crude hilt
with a disc-shaped guard, stirrup
hilt, and a turned maple grip made
by an American blacksmith. Dan
McKelvie donated an American/
English Slot-Hilt Naval Cutlass, with
an anchor engraved on the guard.

Paul and Keitha Callanan of the
Michigan Society donated a
Revolutionary Era “Penny” Pocket
Knife, which was purchased for less
than $100.
There was a lot of trade with
the islands in the Caribbean, and a
compatriot donated a British
Coconut Water Ladle. Dr. Gregory
donated an Officer’s Horn Cup. He
often tells kids that there was no
plastic during the Revolution, so
people made items out of whatever
materials they had available –
animal horn, bone, wood, etc.
Dr. Gregory displayed a 3foot long American Naval Swivel
Cannon made of iron, with an acorn
(an American symbol) on the end.
Many of these cannons were melted
down, or used on Mississippi River
boats. There is a Naval Signal
Mortar, which was used to send
signals from ship to ship, ship to
shore, and could also be used as a
weapon. In 1905, the US War
Department gave the Pennsylvania
Society SAR some brass 3-pounder
cannons and bronze 6-pounder
cannons used by the British at the
Battle of Saratoga and captured by
the Americans, which are currently
on loan to the SAR Museum. Some
have a warped barrel – purposely
damaged by the British so they
could not be used by the Americans.
In 2018, an expert from the Speed
Art Museum trained the SAR Staff to
clean and wax the bronze and brass
artifacts.
The SAR Museum owns
some reproduction items, such as
the 1760 Gilpin Howitzer. It was

used by the Canadian Park Service,
which sold to it to a private owner in
US. The SAR painted it French Blue:
after
the
French
Alliance,
Washington ordered all artillery to
be painted French Blue. They also
have a full-sized reproduction of the
Liberty Bell. The California Ladies
Auxiliary is donating a Two-tiered
Pierced Chimney Lantern in memory
of Jim Blauer, who was always
generous to them in their raffles.
There are many culinary
items in the collection as well, such
as a Spider Skillet, a Portable Camp
Stove, Officer’s Copper Tea Kettle,
Copper Pitcher, and Pewter Plates.
The Museum needs donations of
more Pewter Mugs for the
collection. They have Wood, Horn,
and Bone Spoons, Redware dishes,
and Camp Cooking Utensils made by
a blacksmith. They have a Clothing
Iron and a Ruffling Iron, and an 18th
Century Wig Duster, filled with
powdered clay or flour. The clay had
arsenic in it, which killed bugs and
lice, but was bad for a person’s
health. Un Hui Fosdyck of the
California Society Ladies Auxiliary
donated Ceramic Wig Curlers, used
to curl wigs or hair. They were
found on the Thames River bank in
London. Dr. Sam Powell donated a
pair of Dice with a Tax Stamp
Insignia that the SAR Museum is
trying to authenticate, and they
have the Eyeglasses of Col. Gordon
Hutchins, a Militia Commander at
the Battle of Bunker Hill. They have
the Door Lock of the Bennington
Arsenal, which stored powder and
munitions in 1777. At the Battle of
Bennington in 1777, militiamen from
New Hampshire and Vermont
turned back Burgoyne’s Army so he

could not refill his powder after the
Battle at Fort Ticonderoga, and he
ran out of powder at the Battle of
Saratoga.
Compatriot Ken Cook asked
why there were no Revolutionary
War documents in his presentation,
and Dr. Gregory explained that the
Revolutionary War items are
separated – the SAR Museum
controls the artifacts, and the SAR
Library controls all paper documents
– including diaries, newspapers, and
other historical documents. The SAR
Library has a copy of the 1774
Articles of Association with the
signatures of Founding Fathers.
Many of the paper documents are
fragile, and reproductions will be on
display in the SAR Museum so the
originals do not deteriorate further.
Compatriot Cook noted his family
has a letter from John Hancock in
1775 to the woman he later
married.
Dr. Gregory noted a
member of the Indiana Society has
collected many documents with
signatures of almost all the Founding
Fathers, and he plans to bequeath
them to the SAR in his will.
Compatriot Phil Stage asked how the
SAR Museum was going to be
organized, and he responded that it
would be chronological – the
Settlement of the Colonies, Pre-War,
Revolutionary War, and the
Constitutional Convention that
established our government. The
Museum will be interspersed with
historical artifacts, and have
electronic screens for interactive
exhibits.
He noted a Texas
compatriot owns a 3-D laser
projection company, so we may
have a hologram of George
Washington speaking to visitors as

they leave the exhibit. The SAR
Website has a film showing a
walkthrough of the proposed
Museum – www.sar.org/nssareducation-center-and-museum/.
Compatriot
Vernagallo
asked if the SAR was participating in
travelling collections, and Dr.
Gregory said there are no plans at
this time due to problems with
security and insuring artifacts not
owned by the SAR.
The SAR
Museum Board is working with
dealers to produce a list of desired
items that people may purchase and
donate to the SAR Museum. Anyone
wishing to donate to the SAR
Museum may contact Dr. Gregory at
drkentgregory@earthlink.net.
President Owens thanked
Dr. Kent Gregory for his interesting
presentation, and promised to mail
him an SAR Certificate of
Appreciation for speaking to our
chapter.
President
Greg
Owens
announced that the chapter still
needs volunteers for vice president,
and historian. If you are willing to
help the chapter, please contact
President Owens. This is President
Owens last year, so unless we get a
volunteer to serve as chapter
president, we will not be able to
hold chapter meetings in 2022 –
please consider honoring your
patriot ancestors by serving the
chapter. Compatriot Phil Stage has
volunteered to serve as Sergeant-AtArms, and he will be the keeper of
the chapter flags. Compatriot Nick
Bowles noted that the USS Oakland
was commissioned in Oakland,

California, last weekend with a livestream of the ceremonies due to the
pandemic. President Owens worked
on the commissioning with the Navy
League. He noted that one of the
most inspiring parts of the ceremony
is the manning of the ship. The crew
on the dock runs aboard the ship,
and mans the rails, spins the guns,
spins the radar, and blows the horn.
President Owens noted the
next meeting in May will be a Zoom
Meeting. After the summer break,
we are planning to return to inperson meetings at the Old
Spaghetti Factory in Concord in
September 2021.
Compatriot
Vernagallo gave the benediction,
and President Owens adjourned the
meeting at 2:00PM.
— Stephen Renouf, Secretary

Zoom Meeting
he May Monthly Meeting will
be held via Zoom Meeting on
Saturday, May 15, 2021 at 1PM
(Pacific Time). Our guest speaker for
the meeting will be Captain Laura
Collins of the US Coast Guard, who
will be speaking to us from
Washington, DC. She graduated
from the US Coast Guard Academy
in 1994 with a BS in Electrical
Engineering. She has served on six
Coast Guard cutters—the Mariposa,
Eagle, Spar, Sherman, Stratton, and
Bertholf. She graduated from Johns
Hopkins University with a MS in
Chemical Engineering, and spent a
year at the RAND Corporation as a
military fellow. She is currently
Deputy to the Director of Civilian
Personnel, Diversity, Inclusion, and
Leadership.
Please join us for an
informative presentation!

Quote of the Month
“If we can but prevent the government
from wasting the labours of the people,
under the pretence of taking care of
them, they must become happy.”
THOMAS JEFFERSON
CHAPTER

— Thomas Jefferson, 1802.
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