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President’s Notes

M

y fellow Compatriots, I hope
you have found your way
into the vaccination line or will soon. I
look forward to the day we can again
meet in person.
As we celebrate Saint Patrick’s
Day this year, I was curious about Irish
participation in the American Revolution.
I
found
information
that
Irish
participation in the American Revolution
helped make American independence a
reality. While tens of thousands of old
Gaelic names of 17th and 18th Century
Irish immigrants appear with astonishing
regularity in completely verifiable colonial
records, any reference to these people is
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Battle of Drewry’s Bluff, Peninsula Campaign, Virginia

almost totally omitted from our standard
American histories, including the
American Revolution.
The
following
documented
facts are examples of Irish participation in
the American Revolution: 1) 174 Irish
were present at the Battle of Lexington
(April 19, 1775); 2) 698 Irish were present
at the Battle of Bunker Hill (June 17,
1775); 3) a prominent American, Joseph
Galloway (also an English Tory), told the
English House of Commons on October
27, 1779, that one-half of Washington’s
Continental Army was Irish; 4) on April 2,
1784, Luke Gardiner (afterward Lord
Mountjoy) told the English Parliament,
“America was lost by Irish emigrants … I
am assured from the best authority, the
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major part of the American Army
was composed of Irish and that the
Irish language was as commonly
spoken in the American ranks as
English, I am also informed it was
their valor that determined the
contest …“; 5) many Irish, banished
by England, fought with Lafayette;
and 6) 637 Irish were killed in the
Siege of Savannah.
We will continue with our
Zoom Meetings for the immediate
future.
The Zoom Meetings
continue to go well. There is also the
added bonus of having Compatriots
that are not local being able to join
our meetings. Once we are able to
meet in person again, we will try to
continue providing the meeting via
Zoom for those who are unable to
break bread with us at the Old
Spaghetti factory in Concord. I hope
to see you all at our March 20th
Meeting. Wishing you a healthy and
prosperous 2021!
— Gregory Owens, President

Secretary’s Notes

T

he Thomas Jefferson
Chapter held a Zoom
Meeting on Saturday, February 20,
2021 at 1PM. We had eleven
chapter members in the meeting –
President Greg Owens, Secretary
Stephen Renouf, Chaplain John
Vernagallo, Steve Gibson, Dr. John
Fulwider (in Mississippi), Steve Main,
Tom McGinley (in Arizona), Terry
Morford, Jeff Nibert, Tom Silva, and
Phil Stage. We had six guests – Don
Littlefield
(CASSAR
President),
Robert Ebert (San Francisco
Chapter), William Van Valkenburg

(Redwood Empire Chapter), Speaker
Howard Jones (Silicon Valley
Chapter), and applicants Doug
Adams and Ken Milnes.
President Greg Owens called
the meeting to order at 1:02PM, and
Robert
Vernagallo
gave
the
invocation. President Owens led the
chapter in the pledge of allegiance
to the US Flag, and the SAR pledge.
President Owens introduced our
guests, CASSAR President Don
Littlefield, Bob Ebert (past state
president, VPG, and member of the
San Francisco Chapter), Bill Van
Valkenburg (running for CASSAR VP
North, and a member of the
Redwood Empire Chapter), and
Speaker Howard Jones (past
president of the Silicon Valley
Chapter).
President Greg Owens called
upon CASSAR President Don
Littlefield to report on state
activities. He announced that the
CASSAR Annual Meeting will be held
by Zoom Meeting on April 17, 2021,
at 9AM. The first of three CASSAR
Regulatory Compliance meetings will
be held on Wednesday February 24,
2021, at 6:30PM, and will be led by
CASSAR VP South Jim Klingler and
CASSAR Treasurer John Ferris. They
will discuss the various tax forms
required by the IRS and State of
California for SAR Chapters. CASSAR
Genealogist Terry Briggs is still
looking for volunteers to enter
CASSAR applications into the SAR
Patriot Index, and about 15% of the
applications remain to be entered.
The National SAR Congress will be
held on July 9 to July 14, 2021, at the
Hyatt Regency Lake Washington in
Renton, Washington.
President
Littlefield also warned members

about e-mail scams where people
purporting to be SAR officers are
asking for gift cards to be purchased.
President Greg Owens introduced
our speaker, Howard Jones, who is a
veteran of the US Marine Corps, and
a graduate of the University of
Oregon.
He retired as an
entrepreneur in the battery
industry. Howard was Commander
General (2014-16) of the Military
Order of the Stars & Bars (MOS&B),
and the former President of the
Silicon Valley Chapter, Sons of the
American Revolution.
Howard Jones spoke on
“Marines Fighting Marines: The
Battle of Drewry’s Bluff.” This battle
took place in 1862 during the War
Between the States. During the
Peninsula
Campaign,
Union
gunboats went up the James River,
and US Marine sharpshooters on
one of the gunboats fought
Confederate Marines on Drewry’s

Bluff on May 15, 1862. This makes
the battle unique because it is the
only battle in the history of the
United States Marine Corps where
US Marines and former Marines
(Confederate States Marine Corps)
met in direct combat. Many of these
men would have known each other
from before the war.
General George McClellan
led the US Army of the Potomac in
1862. Rather than march on the
Confederate Capital of Richmond,
Virginia, from Washington, DC, he
decided to ship his troops to Fort
Monroe, Virginia (under Union
occupation during the war), and
then march along the peninsula to
Richmond.
In March 1862, the USS
Monitor and the CSS Virginia fought
to a stalemate in the Battle of

Peninsula Campaign 1862

Confederate Marines
Hampton Roads — the first battle
between opposing ironclads. The
CSS Virginia was more heavily armed
(two 7-inch Brooke rifles, two 6.4inch Brooke rifles, six 9-inch
Dahlgren guns, and two 12-pound
howitzers) compared to the USS
Monitor (two 11-inch Dahlgren
guns), but the Monitor had less of a
profile above the waterline, and was
more maneuverable. The Virginia
sank two Union wooden vessels on
the first day of the battle before
nightfall. On the second day, the
Virginia faced the recently arrived
Monitor, but was unable to inflict
more than minor damage on the
Monitor. After a three-hour battle,
neither side was able to seriously
damage the other. Although the CSS
Virginia received only minor
damage, it was unable to break the
Union blockade, and returned to the
navy yard for minor repairs. When
the Union took Norfolk, the CSS
Virginia was unable to retreat up the
James River or put out to sea (even
if it could manage to break through
the Union Blockade), so the ship was
scuttled on May 10, 1862 so it would
not fall into enemy hands. Her
cannon were taken to the
Confederate Marine Corps base on
Drewry’s Bluff to defend the river
approach to Richmond.

General McClellan landed
his troops at Fort Monroe, and
began marching on Richmond. He
always overestimated the opposing
forces, and was very cautious in
proceeding, which earned him the
nickname, “The Virginia Creeper.”
Confederate General John Magruder
began marching his 10,000 soldiers
back and forth, which spooked
McClellan (with 121,000 troops) into
thinking he faced a larger force. So
instead
of
crashing through
Magruder’s small force, McClellan

US Marine Sharpshooters
prepared for a siege of Yorktown.
Before the siege works were
completed, the Confederate forces
under General Joseph E. Johnston
withdrew towards Richmond.
McClellan advanced on
Richmond, but his advance was very
slow. McClellan then executed Plan
B – he decided to send Union
gunboats up the James River to shell
Richmond from the south. The only
obstacle to this plan was Drewry’s
Bluff, located just 7 miles
downstream from Richmond. Here
the river made a sharp turn and a
massive bluff rose 110 feet above
the river. The bluff was defended by
the Confederate States Marines
Corps, who had eight heavy naval
guns to prevent ships from passing

up the river to Richmond. The
Confederates sunk obstacles in the
river, and chained them together so
it would be difficult for ships to pass.
The Union flotilla was led by
Commodore John Rodgers, who led
the ironclads USS Monitor, USS
Galena
(flagship)
and
USRC
Naugatuck, and the gunboats USS
Aroostook and USS Port Royal.
Many US Marines were from
southern states, and when the South
seceded from the Union, many
resigned, joined the Confederacy,
and formed the Confederate
Marines.
Confederate Marine
sharpshooters were stationed on
Drewry’s Bluff, and they fired on the
Union warships advancing up the
James River. The USS Galena had an
18-inch wooden hull covered in cast
iron armor plates 2.5 inches thick,
cushioned by 1.5 inches of India
rubber. The Galena had US Marine
sharpshooters, who fired on the
Confederate Marines on the bluff in
the battle on May 15, 1862. The
Marines at Fort Darling pounded the
USS Galena with heavy guns, hitting
it 40 times, penetrating its plating 18
times, and killing 14 and wounding
10 sailors.
The ironclad USRC
Naugatuck took its place, and
Confederate volleys were unable to
penetrate her armor. When her 100
-pound Parrott rifle cannon burst, it
damaged the pilothouse and the
deck. The rigorous testing of the
new type of gun had weakened it
causing a catastrophic failure during
battle. The USS Monitor could also
take the pounding from the fort – its
turret, protected by 8 inches of iron

wrapped in steel, was dented, but
not seriously damaged. However,
they found that the Monitor’s turret
could not elevate high enough to
reach the 110-foot Drewry’s Bluff,
and its heavy guns. Once the Galena
and Monitor had nearly exhausted
their magazines, the Union had to
call off the operation and return to
Fort Monroe. If General McClellan
had used his forces to take out the
guns on Drewry’s Bluff, the flotilla
might have been able to reach
Richmond, but he was far too
cautious to risk his forces. Although
Marines fought on both sides for the
remainder of the war, they never
again squared off against each
other.
When President Lincoln
surveyed the damage to the USS
Galena, he ordered that all the men
receive a promotion and the Medal
of Honor.
On May 31, 1862,
McClellan finally reached the
outskirts of Richmond, where
Confederate
General
Johnston
stalled McClellan’s advance in the
Battle of Seven Pines. On June 24,
1862, McClellan was within six miles
of the Confederate Capital, but
General Robert E. Lee drove the
Army of the Potomac back down the
peninsula to Fort Monroe, ending
McClellan’s
failed
Peninsula
Campaign. McClellan’s Army of the
Potomac fought Lee’s Army of
Northern Virginia to a standstill
(despite McClellan having more than
twice the number of soldiers that
Lee had) on September 17, 1862 at
the Battle of Sharpsburg (Antietam),
and McClellan failed to pursue Lee.
Lincoln became angered with
McClellan’s timidness, and replaced
him with General Ambrose Burnside

on November 5, 1862, effectively
ending
McClellan’s
career.
President Owens thanked Howard
Jones
for
his
interesting
presentation, and promised to mail
him an SAR Certificate of
Appreciation for speaking to our
chapter.
Registrar Derek Brown was
absent, and President Owens
expressed his appreciation to Derek
for working diligently on bringing in
new members to the chapter.
Secretary Renouf noted that we
have 14 new members so far this
year – David, Daniel, James, and
Devin Awbery; Robert, Michael,
Lucas, Chandler, and Ian Crane;
Scott, Chip, and Ty Menard; Mark
Blanton; and William Fernow. There
are other applicants in the pipeline.
President
Greg
Owens
announced that the chapter still
needs volunteers for vice president,
historian, and sergeant-at-arms. If
you are willing to help the chapter,
please contact President Owens.
The chapter can only function if
members are willing to volunteer to
keep it going. President Owens
stated that the next meeting will be
a Zoom Meeting on March 20, 2021,
so mark your calendars.
Our
speaker will be John V. Richardson,
Jr., PhD, Professor Emeritus of
Information Studies at UC Los
Angeles, who will speak on “Coats of
Arms: Facts, Fiction, and Fabrication
of Your Own.” He recently gave this
presentation to the Society of
Colonial Wars in California, and it
was very well receivied. Compatriot
Vernagallo gave the benediction,
and President Owens adjourned the
meeting at 1:55PM.
— Stephen Renouf, Secretary

Zoom Meeting

T

he March Monthly Meeting
will be held via Zoom Meeting
on Saturday, March 20, 2021 at
1PM (Pacific Time).
Our guest
speaker for the meeting will be Dr.
John V. Richardson, Jr., a professor
emeritus of Information Studies at
the University of California, Los
Angeles. He has taught over 1,000
graduate students training to
become archivists, librarians, and
curators. In recent years, he has
specialized in teaching a graduate
course
entitled
“Genealogical
Information Resources,” and his
15th and latest book is entitled Die
Weber Familie (ITA Press, 2019)
which uses the STEPE model to
explain the emigration pattern of
the Weber family who left
Neukirchen am Potzberg in Germany
in the early 19th century with one
branch moving to Brazil and the
other starting their new life in the
United States. His academic work
has been recognized by the
American Library Association’s Justin

Winsor Prize for best historical
writing and has been supported by
the US Department of State (as a
Fulbright Scholar in 2001 to Russia
and in 2012 to Turkmenistan).
Professor Richardson will speak on
“Coats of Arms: Fact, Fiction, and
Fabrication.” We hope you join us
for an interesting presentation.

The CASSAR Annual Meeting
will be a Zoom Meeting on Saturday,
April 17, 2021. Please take this
opportunity to participate in the
California Society’s meeting from
the comfort of your home! The Fall
Board of Managers Meeting is
scheduled for the Mission Inn in
Riverside in November 2021.
The 131st Annual SAR
Congress will be held in Renton,
Washington, from July 10 to July 15,
2021. If you plan to attend, please
make reservations at the Hyatt
Regency Lake Washington, 1053
Lake Washington Blvd. North,
Renton, Washington:
www.hyatt.com/en-US/groupbooking/SEARL/G-SONS.
We are desperate for
volunteers for vice president,
historian, and sergeant-at-arms.
Please contact President Owens if
you are interested in serving so our
chapter can function properly.

Quote of the Month
“Freedom is a fragile thing and it’s never more than one
generation away from extinction. It is not ours by way of
inheritance; it must be fought for and defended constantly
by each generation, for it comes only once to a
people. And those in world history who have known
freedom and then lost it have never known it again.”
THOMAS JEFFERSON
CHAPTER

— Governor Ronald Reagan, Inaugural Address, 1967.
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