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President’s Notes

W

elcome to 2021! I hope all
of you are staying safe and
healthy as we await our turn for the
vaccinations.
The Thomas Jefferson
Chapter of the Sons of the American
Revolution stood tall in 2020 because of
you our members. The challenges of
2020 reinforced our country’s resolve.
Truly, 2020 was a year unlike any other,
and it is because of your dedication that
our organization was still able to thrive.
Our membership continues to grow, and
we are welcoming new members in 2021
and look forward to their camaraderie. I
would be remiss if I did not mention the
recent insurgency that resulted in the
invasion of our Nation’s Capitol. This was
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Carving of Mount Rushmore by Gutzon Borglum in South Dakota

certainly a dark day that will go down in
our Nation’s history. As we move forward
with our duly elected Government let us
keep in mind our affirmation of our faith
in the principles of liberty and our
Constitutional Republic.
I wish for you that this time of
year is filled with joy and happiness, and
that you and your family and friends stay
safe and healthy. You are incredibly
important to our mission, and we trust
the holidays gave you the rest and
relaxation you needed to prepare for
another
outstanding
year
of
accomplishments for the Thomas
Jefferson Chapter of SAR in 2021.
Wishing you a healthy and
prosperous 2021!
— Gregory Owens, President

Thomas Jefferson Chapter
Officers for 2020
Gregory D. Owens, President
1826 Versailles Avenue
Alameda, CA 94501-1653
(510) 523-5835
owensgd77@gmail.com

Vice President
vacant

Stephen R. Renouf, Secretary/Editor
16123 Paseo del Campo
San Lorenzo, CA 94580-2311
(510) 397-1762
Secretary@TJSAR.org

William E. Rood, Treasurer
2107 Dunblane Court
Walnut Creek, CA 94598-3325
(925) 937-8659

Derek J. Brown, Registrar
(925) 672-2055
dptydeke@yahoo.com

Chaplain
vacant

Historian
vacant

Gregory D. Owens, Sergeant at Arms
(510) 523-5835
owensgd77@gmail.com

Jeffrey H. Brown, Eagle Scout Chairman
(925) 360-3647
JeffNKatBrown@gmail.com

Michael A. Wendorf, Essay Chairman
(925) 381-9837
Mike_Wendorf@yahoo.com

Derek J. Brown, Awards Chairman
(925) 672-2055
dptydeke@yahoo.com

Col. Gary M. Bohannon, Webmaster
(916) 806-0040
gary@garybohannon.com

Timothy L. Ernst, Past President
(925) 937-0526
newgrumpy@aol.com

The Thomas Jefferson Chapter Minuteman is
the official newsletter of the Thomas Jefferson
Chapter, California Society Sons of the
American Revolution.
The opinions
expressed herein are the opinions of the
authors, and not necessarily those of the
Chapter or the SAR, unless specifically stated.

CIVIS AMERICANUS SUM

Secretary’s Notes

T

he Thomas Jefferson
Chapter held a Zoom
Meeting on Saturday, November 21,
2020 at 1PM. We had sixteen
chapter members in the meeting –
President Greg Owens, Secretary
Stephen Renouf, Treasurer Bill Rood,
Registrar Derek Brown, Past
President Tim Ernst, Nick Bowles, Dr.
John Fulwider (in Mississippi), Steve
Main, Tom McGinley (in Arizona),
Alan Mode, Jeff Nibert, Tom Silva,
Phil Stage, Eugene Stevens (in
Arizona), Bob Vernagallo, and Ward
Williamson
(in
Heidelberg,
Germany). We had three guests –
Don Littlefield (CASSAR President),
Craig Anderson (CASSAR VP North),
and Robert Ebert (San Francisco
Chapter).
President Greg Owens called
the meeting to order at 1:05PM, and
Robert
Vernagallo
gave
the
invocation. President Owens led the
chapter in the pledge of allegiance
to the US Flag, and the SAR pledge.
President Owens introduced our
guests, CASSAR President Don
Littlefield, CASSAR VP North Craig
Anderson, and Bob Ebert (past state
president VPG, and member of the
San Francisco Chapter). Our speaker
did not join the meeting, so we had
to forego that part of the meeting.
President
Greg
Owens
presented the Chapter Nominating
Committee Report: President Greg
Owens,
Vice
President
no
nomination, Secretary Stephen
Renouf, Treasurer Bill Rood,
Registrar Derek Brown, Historian no

nomination,
Chaplain
Bob
Vernagallo, Past President Tim Ernst,
and
Sergeant-At-Arms
no
nomination. Nick Bowles made a
motion (seconded by Tom McGinley)
to elect the officers nominated by
the Nominating Committee for 2021
chapter officers, which passed 16-0.
The officers-elect will be installed at
the January 2021 Meeting.
Derek Brown gave the
Registrar’s Report noting that nine
new members have been approved
so far this year, with 13 applications
awaiting approval at National (and
zero pended applications). He has
sent five more applications to
CASSAR Registrar Owen Stiles for
state review, with three more to be
sent in the next couple weeks.
There are 28 other applications in
various stages of completion, and
another 16 who have expressed
interest in starting an application.
He noted that the SAR has an
awards program for DAR Members
who recommend applicants to the
SAR. DAR members who refer at
least 5 new members may be
awarded the SAR Medal of
Appreciation.
There is also a
National Contest for the DAR
Chapter with the highest number or
referrals or highest percentage of
referrals. The DAR Finder form must
be filled out and submitted with the
SAR Application when it is sent to
National HQ for approval. The DAR
Finder Form, and more information
can be found at www.sar.org/
committees/dar-liaison-committee/.
Chaplain-elect
Bob
Vernagallo
offered to work with DAR chapters
in Pleasanton and Dublin on this
program. Registrar Brown noted
that we need to get involved in the

community to generate local
interest in the SAR. Anyone who has
suggestions for awardees (people,
businesses, government, etc.) for
SAR Flag Certificates can contact
Derek Brown to arrange for the
certificate, and they can present it.
President Greg Owens called
upon CASSAR President Don
Littlefield to report on the CASSAR
Board of Managers Meeting that
was held the prior weekend via
Zoom Meeting. He noted there
were about 75 people on the
meeting (which included 19 National
officers and committee chairmen,
and ten past CASSAR presidents).
He noted that the Wreath Across
America program was cancelled at
National Cemeteries as public
events; however, they are holding
small, private events with a wreath
laying for the different military
branches, and the POW/MIA. He
requested that SAR color guardsmen
contact
their
local
National
Cemeteries to see if they can
participate.
He noted that the
CASSAR Nominating Committee
reported at the meeting, and the
elections would be held at the April
2021 CASSAR Annual Meeting
(either in Riverside, CA, or via Zoom
Meeting). He noted that December
31, 2020 is the end of the CASSAR
Best Chapter Contest – there are
very few participants, and there is
no competition. At the meeting,
President Littlefield presented the
SAR Bronze Roger Sherman medal to
Thomas
Jefferson
Chapter
Compatriot George Brinlee, who had
arranged Jelly Belly treats for the
April 2020 Meeting that was
cancelled. He also presented the
SAR EMS Commendation Medal to

Jason Bond, who works with AMR in
Napa, and who helped to evacuate
the Adventist Hospital in St. Helena
twice in a 40-day period due to the
LNU Lightning Complex fires and the
Glass fire. He also supplied the
firefighters with equipment and
supplies.
President Littlefield
presented the SAR Silver Good
Citizenship Medal to Ron Collier,
who was a volunteer and regular
fireman, and a fire chief in his 41
year career. After retiring from
PG&E, he got involved in Missing in
America, a program to identify
remains of veterans who are
unclaimed at mortuaries, and give
them an honorable burial in a
National cemetery. He identified
veterans who were buried in a
pauper cemetery, and had them
exhumed, and properly re-buried
with honors at a National cemetery.
Secretary Renouf noted that
he has collected 2021 dues from all
the members except 23 compatriots
(21% of our membership). They
have until December 15, 2020 to
renew their dues, or they must be
dropped so we can pay the state and
national dues on time. Anyone who
pays after that will need to fill out
reinstatement forms.
Derek Brown noted that the
SAR is working on a Patriot Research
System (PRS) similar to the DAR’s
system.
We are looking for
volunteers to enter information
from CASSAR Applications into the
system. Those who perform 40
hours of work are eligible for the
SAR Lafayette Volunteer Service
Award. Anyone interested should

contact Derek Brown.
Compatriot Bob Vernagallo
asked about the new SAR Logo that
was recently approved. President
Littlefield noted that the National
Society is still awaiting trademark
approval on it – once they have
approval, they will let compatriots
know it is okay to use the new logo.
President Owens stated that
the next meeting would likely be a
Zoom Meeting on January 16, 2021.
Our speaker will be CASSAR Surgeon
Dr. Matt Bowdish, who will speak on
“DNA and Genealogy.” Earlier, he
gave us a wonderful presentation on
the “Health of George Washington,”
which was memorable. Compatriot
Vernagallo gave the benediction,
and President Owens adjourned the
meeting at 1:43PM.
— Stephen Renouf, Secretary

Zoom Meeting

T

he January Annual Meeting
will be held via Zoom Meeting
on Saturday, January 16, 2021 at
1PM (Pacific Time). Our guest
speaker for the meeting will be
CASSAR Surgeon Dr. Matthew
Bowdish. He will be presenting a
program on “DNA and Genealogy.”
So bring your DNA questions for Dr.
Bowdish.
CASSAR President Donald
Littlefield will be installing the 2021
Chapter Officers: President Greg
Owens, Secretary Stephen Renouf,
Treasurer Bill Rood, Registrar Derek
Brown, Chaplain Bob Vernagallo,
and Past President Tim Ernst.
We are still looking for
volunteers for vice president,
historian, and sergeant-at-arms.
Please contact President Owens if
you are interested in serving.

In Memoriam
I

t is with deep sadness
EDGAR DEAN FULWIDER,
that we announce the
passing of former Thomas
Jefferson Chapter Compatriot Ed
Fulwider, a 25-year member of the
Sons of the American Revolution.
He passed away on 12 December
2020 in San Jose, California, after a
nine-month battle following a major
stroke.
Edgar Dean Fulwider, Jr. was
born on 22 June 1927 in San
Francisco, California (the son of
Edgar Dean Fulwider, Sr. and
Catherine C. Vella).
Ed was
educated in San Francisco and on
the Peninsula, until his family moved
to Placerville in 1943. In 1944, Ed
was 17 years old, and beginning his
senior year in high school. He was
determined to join the US Marines
gallons of 100-octane aviation
and join in the war effort, but his
gasoline. Ed participated in the end
parents thought it was too
of
the
Philippine
Liberation
dangerous, and refused to sign the
Campaign, and his ship sailed from
necessary paperwork. Ed asked two
Manila Bay on 2 March 1945 for Iwo
paternal uncles, who were Merchant
Jima, where his ship was part of a
Marine officers, for help, and they
supply convoy for the last three
convinced his parents to sign the
weeks of that campaign. He always
papers for Ed to attend the US
stressed he was AT Iwo Jima, not ON
Maritime Academy of Catalina
Iwo Jima. He said, “No one knows
Island.
better than I, the tremendous
The day that Ed graduated
difference those two little words can
from the Maritime Academy, he
mean.” What he saw of the Marines
volunteered to sail as a fireman and
on Iwo Jima made him even more
water tender on a 600-foot T-2
determined to become a Marine.
tanker hauling six million gallons of
When Iwo Jima was declared
Navy bunker oil and one million
secured on 26 March 1945, his ship

sailed for Okinawa, arriving
for D-Day – 1 April 1945.
One third of his convoy was
sunk or damaged in Kamikaze
suicide attacks, but his ship was
spared. During the third week of the
Okinawa Campaign, the area was hit
by the worst typhoon in a hundred
years. His ship was twice struck
while trying to refuel destroyers in
the heavy seas, and she was forced
to return to San Francisco for
repairs.
While staying with a
Merchant Marine uncle in San
Francisco, he met the captivating 16year old neighbor, Lorelei. After
discovering how long it would take
to get his ship repaired, Ed went to
Fort Mason and joined the Army
Transportation Corps, and was
stationed on the Army troop
transport USS Shawnee, making two
round trips to Manila bringing back
soldiers and civilians freed from a
Japanese concentration camp in the
Philippines. When he returned from
the second trip, he proposed to the
then-17-year-old
Lorelei,
who
responded, “Yes I shall marry you
some day, but not before I attend
the
University
of
California,
Berkeley.”
Having just turned 18, Ed
went to the Marine Recruiting Office
in the lobby of the Palace Hotel in
San Francisco and joined the US
Marines. After attending boot camp
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in San Diego, and combat training at
Camp Pendleton, Ed was sent to
China – not able to see Lorelei for
two long years. As a private first
class in the China Marines, Ed spent
a year and a half in Peking guarding
an air base and coal trains crossing
into Mongolia. The Marines were
involved in repatriating millions of
Japanese soldiers left behind in
China, and guarded American
property and civilians from Mao TseTung’s Communist Army in North
China. Marines, like Ed, riding on
the top of train cars were slowmoving targets for Communist
snipers.
More than once, the
Marines had to re-arm their former
Japanese enemies to help repel
Communist attacks. From the end
of the war until 1949, about 100
Marines were killed, and 400
wounded in “peacetime China.”
They were originally denied
receiving the Purple Heart, but the
Navy eventually reversed their error,
and authorized the Purple Heart for
these Marines killed and wounded in
post-war combat. While serving in
China, Ed saw the Ming Tombs, the
Winter Palace, and the Great Wall of
China.
In August 1947, Ed Fulwider
returned to San Francisco, and
married Lorelei Riley in November
1948. Ed remained in the Marine
Reserves, and his wife eventually
forced him to resign due to the
impending war in Korea; she sent
the letter via certified mail. The
following day, hostilities broke out in
Korea, but since the letter was postmarked prior to the outbreak of war,
his resignation was accepted. His
unit was sent to Korea, and
devastated at the Chosin Reservoir.

So Lorelei said she saved his life.
Following his Marine service, Ed
worked for the US Treasury
Department, where he spent the last
21 years of his career as Senior Die
Setter at the San Francisco Mint. As
Ed was the only real numismatist
among the employees at the US
Mint, he was often asked to speak
on behalf of the US Mint to schools,
Boy Scout troops, public service
clubs, etc. He was awarded the
Treasury Department Meritorious
Achievement Medal for speaking to
an estimated 300,000 people in a 20
-year period. Ed retired from the
San Francisco Mint in 1987. In the
mid-2000’s, Ed and Lorelei made a
trip back to China, and he was
amazed at the monumental changes
since the 1940’s, and how
Westernized China had become.
Ed was the national
president of the China Marine
Association. He served as chaplain
for several Iwo Jima Memorial
Ceremonies at the Golden Gate
National Cemetery in San Bruno. As
a numismatist for over 75 years, he
was a member of almost 40 local,
state, national and international
numismatic organizations, and was
vice president of the California State
Numismatic Association. He was a
member of the San Francisco
Commandery of the Naval Order of
the United States, the China-BurmaIndia Veterans Association, Marine
Corps
League,
and
Combat
Correspondents. In addition to coincollecting, his hobbies included
military history, hunting and fishing.
Ed was an Eucharistic Minister at St.

Coleman’s Church in Cazadero, and
Good Shepherd Church in Pacifica.
Ed Fulwider joined the Sons
of the American Revolution on 2
February 1995 on the service of his
patriot ancestor Abraham Snyder
(1750-1830), an orderly sergeant in
the 1st Regiment, Ulster County
Militia (New York), and a signer of
the Association Test in New York in
1775.
Ed Fulwider served the
Thomas Jefferson Chapter as Vice
President (2005), First Vice President
(2004), Second Vice President (20002003), and Director (1997-1998). He
was awarded the SAR War Service
Medal (World War II – Merchant
Marine) in 2005, the SAR
Meritorious Service Medal in 2006,
and multiple SAR Certificates of
Appreciation for speaking to the
chapter on six occasions: in 1996, he
spoke on the history of money,
which he called “mirrors of history,”
and “monuments in miniature;” in
1996, he spoke on the history of
money and coin collecting; in 2003,
he gave a SITREP from Major Grant
Williams, a Marine stationed at
Camp Doha in Kuwait; in 2004, he
spoke on First Lt. Brian Chantos,
who received the Navy Cross for
combat bravery, after his platoon
was ambushed by Iraqis; in 2006, he
again spoke on the history of
money; and in 2010, he spoke about
the China Marines in Northern China
following World War II, and his
experiences there.
Two of his
grandsons are former members of
the Thomas Jefferson Chapter.
Ed and Lorelei celebrated 72
years of marriage. Our deepest
condolences go out to the family of
our compatriot and good friend Ed
Fulwider.

Quote of the Month
“Once a government is committed to the principle of
silencing the voice of opposition, it has only one way
to go, and that is down the path of increasingly
repressive measures, until it becomes a source of
terror to all its citizens and creates a country where
everyone lives in fear.”
THOMAS JEFFERSON
CHAPTER

— President Harry S. Truman, 1950.
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