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President’s Notes

T

hose who attended the
February meeting witnessed
some of the results of Registrar Derek
Brown’s efforts as he installed five new
members of the Morford Family into the
SAR and the Thomas Jefferson Chapter.
As we all cast our votes in the
March primary election, it came to mind
that the discourse we are experiencing
now is not a new phenomenon, and was
on Washington’s mind as he entered his
second term.
Washington warned
against political infighting in his farewell
address. Below is part of an article I ran
across recently that may have some
relevancy today:
Four years before Washington actually
left office, when he had considered
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Derek Brown inducts Kevin, Justin, Terry & Kim Morford into SAR

retiring after his first term, he had asked
James Madison to draft a farewell
address.
In the spring of 1796,
Washington found Madison’s draft, made
some additions of his own, and turned it
over to Hamilton, who ended up drafting
his own version.
Washington and
Hamilton worked closely together on the
address, which took the form of a public
letter to the American people. It was
published in the Daily American
Advertiser, a Philadelphia newspaper, on
September 19, 1796, and later reprinted
in papers throughout the country. The
letter included three main principles:
1. Importance of Unity
After opening with an explanation of his
choice not to seek a third term,
Washington’s farewell address urged
Americans not to put their regional and
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sectional interests above the
interests of the nation as a whole.
“You have in a common cause
fought and triumphed together,”
Washington
declared.
“The
Independence and Liberty you
possess are the work of joint
counsels, and joint efforts, of
common dangers, sufferings, and
successes.” Regions such as North,
South, East and West should see
their common interests rather than
their differences, he continued.
“Your Union ought to be considered
as a main prop of your liberty
and...the love of the one ought to
endear you to the preservation of
the other.”
2.
The
'Worst
Enemy'
of
Government: Loyalty to Party Over
Nation
According to Washington, one of the
chief dangers of letting regional
loyalties dominate loyalty to the
nation as a whole was that it would
lead to factionalism, or the
development of competing political
parties. When Americans voted
according to party loyalty, rather
than the common interest of the
nation, Washington feared it would
foster a “spirit of revenge,” and
enable the rise of “cunning,
ambitious, and unprincipled men”
who would “usurp for themselves
the reins of government; destroying
afterwards the very engines, which
have lifted them to unjust
dominion.” In fact, political parties
had already begun to emerge by the
time Washington stepped aside.
Federalists, who drew their support
largely
from
New
England,

advocated a strong national
government and the fiscal programs
created by Hamilton . . . .
Republicans
(later DemocraticRepublicans), led by Southerners like
Thomas Jefferson and Madison,
opposed
Hamilton’s
economic
policies. They also split with the
Federalists in foreign policy, favoring
a closer relationship with France
over Great Britain. Washington
supported
Hamilton’s
financial
programs and sided with the
Federalists in supporting the Jay
Treaty with Britain. By the end of his
presidency,
Washington
was
weathering
increasingly
bitter
attacks from his Republican critics,
and his farewell address represented
his response to such attacks . . . .
3. Danger of Foreign Entanglements
Just as regionalism would lead to the
formation of political parties,
Washington believed, partisanship
would open the door to “foreign
influence and corruption.” While he
advocated for the United States to
be on good terms with all nations,
especially commercial relations, he
argued that “inveterate antipathies
against particular Nations, and
passionate attachments for others,
should be excluded.” Europe had its
own, very complicated, set of
interests, and the United States
should keep its distance from
European
affairs,
Washington
believed. A foreign policy based on
neutrality was the safest way to
maintain national unity, and
stability . . . . Although Washington
saw the need for the nation to
involve itself in foreign affairs in the
case of war or other emergency, he
argued that it must “steer clear of
permanent alliances with any

portion of the foreign world.”
I hope to see you all at the
next meeting.
— Gregory Owens, President

Secretary’s Notes

T

he Thomas Jefferson
Chapter had 26 members
and guests at its February 15, 2020
regular meeting at the Old Spaghetti
Factory in Concord, California.
President Greg Owens called the
meeting to order, and introduced
Past VPG Bob Ebert; Past CASSAR
President Derek Brown; Past
Chapter Presidents Tim Ernst and
Oliver Everette; speaker Aurora
Belarmino; DAR Members Janet
Brown, Kay Ernst, Pat Everette, and
Virginia Rood; guests Sgt. Elizabeth
Freitas (USA-Ret.), and Regina
Wegener; applicant Steve Main; and
new members Justin Morford, Kevin
Morford, Kim Morford, and Terry
Morford.
After lunch, President Greg
Owens introduced our speaker,
Aurora Belarmino, who is a member
of the Mt. Diablo Chapter, DAR.
Aurora presented, “A Family of
Trailblazers: From Vikings to Silicon
Valley Girl.” Her journey began with
a story told by her brother, Lee
Belarmino, Sr., a member of the
SAR, that their grandfather told him
about being in San Quentin. Lee’s
daughter-in-law
Jill
Belarmino
decided to research this story. In
the process, she researched Aurora’s
maternal line leading to many
interesting discoveries. Three of her
9-great grandfathers were founding
ancestors – William Hilton of Suffolk,
England, who arrived in the
Plymouth Colony in 1621 on the
Fortune, and was a founding settler

of Dover, New Hampshire; Puritan
Rev. John Maverick of Devon,
England,
who
arrived
in
Massachusetts in 1630 on the Mary
and John; and Henry Kingsbury the
Elder of Suffolk, England, who
arrived in Salem, Massachusetts, in
the Summer of 1630 on the
Winthrop Fleet, and was a signer of
the Boston City Charter. Her family
fought in many wars in America –
two ancestors in King Philip’s War
(1675-1678), three ancestors in King
William’s War (1688-1699), five
ancestors in Queen Anne’s War
(1702-1713), one ancestor in the
Seven Years’ War (1754-1763), two
ancestors in the Revolutionary War
(1775-1783), and one ancestor in
the Civil War (1861-1865).
Aurora noted that her 7great aunt by marriage, Hannah
Duston (1657-c.1737), was the first
American woman honored with a
statue (located in Boscawen, New
Hampshire). During King William’s
War, Hannah Duston and her infant
daughter were taken captive by the
Abenaki Indians from Québec during
the Raid on Haverhill in 1697. The
Abenaki murdered her baby by
smashing her head against a tree as
the prisoners were taken to an
island in the Merrimack River (now
Boscawen,
New
Hampshire).
Hannah and two other prisoners
used a hatchet to kill and scalp their
Indian captors, and they escaped in
a canoe back to Haverhill, traveling
only at night to avoid recapture.
Aurora stated that her
ancestors came from across the
class spectrum.
Her 7-great

grandfather, John Smyth, became an
indentured servant around 1640.
Her 6-great grandfather, Robert
Junkins, was captured by the English
Army in the Battle of Dunbar in
Scotland, and he was transported
with 150 Scots to Massachusetts to
be sold into indentured servitude.
Her 7-great grandfather, Samuel
Came, held the last slave in New
England around 1760. She also had
many notable distant relatives,
including Lady Godiva; author
Herman Melville; Quaker poet John
Greenleaf Whittier; poet T. S. Elliot;
playwright Tennessee Williams;
Presidents James Garfield, Herbert
Hoover, Gerald Ford, George H. W.
Bush, and George W. Bush; and Vice
President Eldridge Gerry. Her 10great grandmother Mary Gye is her
gateway ancestor for the lineage
societies The Order of the Crown of
Charlemagne, The Baronial Order of
Magna Charta, and The Royal
Bastards. Through Mary Gye she
has many royal ancestors – Holy
Roman Emperor Charlemagne,
Dukes of Normandy (the Viking
Rollo, William I Longsword, Richard I
the Fearless, Richard II the Good,
Robert I the Magnificent), and
Norman/Angevin Kings of England
(William the Conqueror, Henry I,
Henry II, John, and Henry III).
Aurora then jumped forward
11 centuries to her grandfather,
Edwin Lydston, who was born in
Haverhill, Massachusetts, in 1891.
At age 9, he entered the Chase
Home for Children in New
Hampshire, and graduated from
grammar school at age 14. He was
charged with public drunkenness at
age 15 in Massachusetts.
He
became a machinist at Monroe

Motor in Michigan, and got married
at age 22 to Zoa Kilbourn, with
whom he had three children,
including Aurora’s mother. At age
33, Edwin Lydston moved to
Sacramento,
California.
Jill
Belarmino was able to confirm the
story that started the whole process:
at age 34, Edwin Lydston was
convicted of burglary in the second
degree, sentenced to San Quentin
Prison, and paroled after a year in
jail. His prison card noted he had a
bullet wound in his left breast
through to his left shoulder. Edwin
Lydston died in Sacramento in 1974.
Aurora’s mother, Helen Lydston,
married Filipino Andres Belarmino in
1941 in Boston, Massachusetts, and
they had ten children. Helen and
Andres were not able to legally get
married in California due to antimiscegenation laws.
Aurora Belarmino took the
Ancestry.com DNA test, and found
out her ethnicity estimate was 50%
England/Wales/NW Europe, and
50% Philippines.
She had a
connection to New England Settlers
through her English ancestry. This
makes sence as by 1700, almost 90%
of New England colonists were
English or had English ancestry. At
age 15, Aurora became the foster
daughter of Leta Skaug, who was a
positive influence on her. In her 2½
years living with Leta Skaug,
Aurora’s grades in school improved
to all A’s. Aurora graduated from
the University of California, Santa
Cruz, and graduated from Stanford
University with an MBA degree. She
went from foster homes to Silicon
Valley, and worked for IMI, HP,
Intuit, NEC, Avaya, and Borealis
Interiors. Aurora has two children –

Alexander Jüllig and Melissa Jüllig.
President Owens presented the SAR
Certificate of Appreciation to Aurora
Belarmino for her interesting
presentation on her family’s history.
Registrar Derek
Brown
inducted five new members:
brothers Terry Morford, Kevin
Morford, and Kim Morford; Terry’s
son Justin Morford, and Kevin’s son
Michael Morford (not present). The
Morfords descend from Patriot
Ancestor William Neal, who was
born in Ireland in 1736. Private
William Neal served under Captain
William Findley in the 8th Batallion,
6th Company, Cumberland County
Pennsylvania Militia in 1778. He
also served in the 1st Battalion, 3rd
Company,
Cumberland
County
Pennsylvania Militia in 1780-1781.
William Neal died in 1813 in Young
Township, Indiana Co., Pennsylvania.
President Owens adjourned
the meeting, and led the chapter in
the singing of God Bless America.
— Stephen Renouf, Secretary

W

e regret to announce the
passing of Compatriot Lynn
Louden from the effects of
Alzheimer’s disease on November 7,

2019 in La Quinta, California. Lynn
was known for his wealth of
knowledge and his lively sense of
humor.
Lynn Mansell Louden was
born in 1933 in Stamford,
Connecticut, and grew up in Old
Greenwich. Lynn enlisted in the US
Navy at age 17, and served on a
destroyer during the Korean War.
After his discharge from the
Navy, Lynn attended Gettysburg
College,
and
graduated
as
valedictorian of his class with a
degree in Philosophy.
Lynn
graduated from the University of
Minnesota with a Master’s Degree in
Philosophy, and a PhD in Art History.
Lynn met his wife Helen at the
University of Minnesota, and they
moved to California in 1967. Lynn
taught at California State University,
Hayward, until he retired in 1992.
Lynn Louden joined the
Thomas Jefferson Chapter in 1998
on his Patriot Ancestor Thomas
Peck, Sr. (1750-1781), who served as
a sergeant in Captain George Peck’s
Company, Col. John Mead’s 9th
Regiment of Connecticut Militia.
Lynn served the Thomas Jefferson
Chapter as Director in 2002 and
2003, and as 2nd Vice President in
2004.
In 2004, Lynn and Helen
moved to La Quinta, and, although
he transferred to the Coachella
Valley Chapter SAR, he continued to
receive the Thomas Jefferson
Chapter newsletter to stay in touch.
Lynn Louden is survived by
his wife, Helen, two children, a
brother, and three grandchildren.
His memorial service was held at the
Forest Lawn Cemetery in Cathedral
City, California.
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REGULAR MEETING

Saturday, March 21, 2020

the old spaghetti factory
1955 Mount Diablo Street, Concord, CA

11:30AM—Pre-Meeting
Social

Noon to 2:30PM—Meeting

Programme:
Past Commander General Howard Jones, MOS&B. Howard Jones, a Marine
Corps Veteran, will present “The Italian Prisoners of War—From Surrender to
Paradise.” He will tell the story of 5,000 Italian POWs who were imprisoned at
the Naval Supply Depot in Clearfield, Utah during World War II. His father-inlaw was a Naval officer at the Depot. Come join us for a great meeting!

MENU
Spaghetti with Mushroom Sauce,
Fettuccini Alfredo, Chicken Parmigiana, or Baked Lasagna
$20 per person
Questions? Contact Stephen Renouf at Usina@aol.com
Deadline: 19 March 2020
Please make check payable to THOMAS JEFFERSON CHAPTER, enclose this reservation slip,
and mail to: Secretary Stephen Renouf, 16123 Paseo del Campo, San Lorenzo, CA 94580
OR go to https://tjsar.org/index.php/calendar and select “Order lunch online now with your credit card!”
Name:

Entrée choice:

Spaghetti

Fettuccini

Chicken

Lasagna

Guest:

Entrée choice:

Spaghetti

Fettuccini

Chicken

Lasagna

Guest2:

Entrée choice:

Spaghetti

Fettuccini

Chicken

Lasagna

Quote of the Month

THOMAS JEFFERSON
CHAPTER
S O N S O F T H E A M ER I C A N R E VO L U TI O N

“The American nation was carved out of the vast frontier by the
toughest, strongest, fiercest and most determined men and women to
walk on the face of the Earth. Our ancestors braved the unknown;
settled the Wild West; lifted millions from poverty, disease and
hunger; vanquished tyranny and fascism; ushered the world to new
heights of science and medicine; laid down the railroads; dug out the
canals; raised up the skyscrapers. And ladies and gentlemen, our
ancestors built the most exceptional republic ever to exist in human
history.”
— President Donald Trump, State of the Union 2020
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