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President’s Notes

C

ompatriots, I hope you are
well and staying safe. For
those of you who were able to attend our
Zoom Meeting last month, I hope you
found RADM Andrews’ presentation on
the Commissioning of the USS Oakland
(LCS 24) as interesting as I did. If you
need
any
information
on
the
commissioning ceremony scheduled for
April 2021 at Howard Terminal, Port of
Oakland, please let me know.
As we are now in November and
Thanksgiving 2020 is upon us, I was
looking for some information on the
history of Thanksgiving in the United
States as it relates to our founders. I
found the below on George Washington’s
Thanksgiving Proclamation that was given
on October 3, 1789.
Days of Thanksgiving to God and
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fasting had been observed in the colonies
since their inception, but this was the
first Thanksgiving Day observed by the
newly born United States of America with
its
new
government
and
new
Constitution. Thanksgiving Day has its
roots from a celebration by the Pilgrims of
Plymouth Rock in 1621 when they
celebrated a bountiful harvest with their
Indian friends. Local Indians under the
direction of Squanto, an Indian who had
traveled in England, and Massasoit, a
local chief, had helped the Pilgrims
survive with food stores and taught them
how to farm the local land and waters.
Days of Thanksgiving to God were
occasionally proclaimed after George
Washington by various presidents, but
the holiday didn’t become a yearly
tradition until 1863 when Abraham
Lincoln proclaimed a Day of Thanksgiving.
The tradition has remained unbroken ever
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since,
with
every
President
proclaiming a Day of Thanksgiving to
God for America’s blessings every
single year since.
In George
Washington’s
Thanksgiving
Proclamation,
he
states “it is the duty of all Nations to
acknowledge the providence of
Almighty God, to obey his will, to be
grateful for his benefits, and humbly
to implore his protection and favor”
– an interesting statement in light of
the claims by some in modern times
that the Founding Fathers were
irreligious and wanted a separation
of all things religious from any type
of
government
endorsement.
Washington states that both houses
of Congress had requested him to
issue a proclamation asking that all
Americans observe a day of
thanksgiving and prayer to God and
he was responding to this request.
He especially notes that they
should express thanks to God for the
establishing of their new form of
government peacefully. Remember
that the Revolutionary War had
been over for eight years by this
time.
The country had been
governed
by
the Articles
of
Confederation since the end of the
war, but the new Constitution was
established to overcome the
weaknesses of the Articles, and this
was done peacefully and without
bloodshed.
By the President of the United
States of America, a Proclamation.
Whereas it is the duty of all Nations
to acknowledge the providence of
Almighty God, to obey his will, to be
grateful for his benefits, and humbly

to implore his protection and favor-and whereas both Houses of
Congress have by their joint
Committee requested me to
recommend to the People of the
United States a day of public
thanksgiving and prayer to be
observed by acknowledging with
grateful hearts the many signal
favors of Almighty God especially by
affording them an opportunity
peaceably to establish a form of
government for their safety and
happiness.
Now
therefore
I
do
recommend and assign Thursday the
26th day of November next to be
devoted by the People of these
States to the service of that great
and glorious Being, who is the
beneficent Author of all the good
that was, that is, or that will be-That we may then all unite in
rendering unto him our sincere and
humble thanks--for his kind care and
protection of the People of this
Country previous to their becoming a
Nation--for the signal and manifold
mercies,
and
the
favorable
interpositions of his Providence
which we experienced in the course
and conclusion of the late war--for
the great degree of tranquility,
union, and plenty, which we have
since enjoyed--for the peaceable and
rational manner, in which we have
been
enabled
to
establish
constitutions of government for our
safety
and
happiness,
and
particularly the national One now
lately instituted--for the civil and
religious liberty with which we are
blessed; and the means we have of
acquiring and diffusing useful
knowledge; and in general for all the
great and various favors which he

hath been pleased to confer upon us.
and also that we may then unite in
most humbly offering our prayers
and supplications to the great Lord
and Ruler of Nations and beseech
him to pardon our national and
other transgressions--to enable us
all, whether in public or private
stations, to perform our several and
relative
duties
properly
and
punctually--to render our national
government a blessing to all the
people, by constantly being a
Government of wise, just, and
constitutional laws, discreetly and
faithfully executed and obeyed--to
protect and guide all Sovereigns and
Nations (especially such as have
shewn kindness unto us) and to bless
them with good government, peace,
and concord--To promote the
knowledge and practice of true
religion and virtue, and the increase
of science among them and us--and
generally to grant unto all Mankind
such a degree of temporal prosperity
as he alone knows to be best.
Please stay safe and healthy!
I look forward to seeing you all on
our Zoom Meeting on November 21,
2020, at 1PM.
— Gregory Owens, President

Secretary’s Notes

A

s we are still unable to
meet in person, the
Thomas Jefferson Chapter held a
Zoom Meeting on Saturday, October
17, 2020 at 11AM. We had fourteen
chapter members in the meeting –
President Greg Owens, Secretary
Stephen Renouf, Treasurer Bill Rood,
Registrar Derek Brown, Steve Main,
Tom McGinley (in Arizona), Jeff
Nibert, Michael Sedgwick, Tom Silva,
Phil Stage, Hal Strunk, Steve Tucker,

Bob
Vernagallo,
and
Ward
Williamson (in Germany). We had
five guests – Don Littlefield (CASSAR
President), Craig Anderson (CASSAR
VP North), Steve Gibson (Applicant),
Ken Milnes (Applicant), and our
guest speaker, Rear Admiral Tom
Andrews.
President Greg Owens called
the meeting to order at 11:04AM,
and Robert Vernagallo gave the
invocation for the absent Chaplain
Stevens. President Owens noted the
passing of CASSAR Historian Jim
Blauer of the Orange County
Chapter, SAR. President Owens led
the chapter in the Pledge of
Allegiance to the US Flag, and the
SAR Pledge.
President Owens
introduced our new member,
Michael Sedgwick, who noted his
son also joined the chapter, and his
daughter is a member of the DAR.
He also introduced applicants Steve
Gibson, a retired police officer, and
Ken Milnes, an electrical engineer.
President
Greg
Owens
introduced our speaker, Rear
Admiral Thomas L. Andrews III, USN
(Ret), who was commissioned
through the Naval ROTC program at
the University of Virginia in 1977.
After graduating with a BS in
Commerce, he spent five plus years
of active service on the USS
Roanoke, which was deployed to the
Indian Ocean during the Iranian
Hostage Conflict. After completing
active duty, he affiliated with the US
Navy Reserve in 1982. In 1987, he
graduated from the University of
California, Berkeley, with an MBA in
Finance. He was recalled to active

duty for Operation Desert Storm in
1991, where he served as Assistant
Logistics Officer at the Oaknoll Naval
Hospital. In 2002, he was selected
as a Flag Officer, and he spent
almost six years with the Pacific
Fleet, completing his service in 2008
as Deputy Commander for Reserve
Program Support at the Naval
Supply Systems Command in
Pennsylvania. He is married to
fellow Cal Bear Lillian Etcheverry,
and they currently live in Novato,
California.
Admiral Tom Andrews spoke
on an exciting upcoming event in
Oakland,
California
–
the
commissioning of the new USS
Oakland, which is scheduled for April
17, 2021. The ship has completed
trials and has been accepted by the
US Navy. He noted that the George
Washington quote in the October
newsletter was appropriate for the
occasion: It follows then as certain
as that night succeeds the day, that
without a decisive naval force we
can do nothing definitive, and with
it, everything honorable and
glorious.
Admiral Andrews noted that
we recently passed the 245th
anniversary of the Continental
Congress
establishing
the
Continental Navy (precursor of the
US Navy) on October 13, 1775. He
noted that he was speaking to the
Thomas Jefferson Chapter, and he
was a graduate of the University of
Virginia, founded by Thomas
Jefferson in 1819. He noted that
one of the missions of the Sons of
the American Revolution was
supporting active duty personnel, so
he said his talk was appropriate to
that mission.

Admiral Andrews started his
presentation by commenting on the
origins of the Littoral Combat Ship
(LCS).
The United States Navy
wanted a new type of ship – one
that is highly maneuverable (like a
hydrofoil), powerful (projecting
power on a small platform), stealthy
(with a low radar profile), and
versatile (to fulfill the missions of
fast frigates, mine sweepers, antisubmarine ships, and patrol
combatant ships). The resultant
ship design was for a Littoral Combat
Ship for surface warfare, mine
countermeasures,
and
antisubmarine warfare. There are two
variants – the mono-hulled Freedom
-class,
and
the
trimaran
Independence-class. Originally, they
envisioned interchangeable modules
for different types of missions, but
due to the financial constraints, each
LCS is dedicated to a particular type
of mission. The new USS Oakland
(LCS-24) is the 12th ship of the
Independence-class, and the third US
Navy vessel to bear the name. The
first was the USS Oakland (ID-2847),
a patrol steamship (1918-1919), and
the second was the USS Oakland (CL
-95), a modified Atlanta-class light
cruiser (1943-1959).
The USS Oakland was built
by Austal USA in Mobile, Alabama,
at a cost of around $360 million.
The ship, which is crewed by nine
officers and 61 enlisted men, will be
used for asymmetric threats in
littoral areas (extending from the
high water mark on shore to the
edge of the continental shelf). The
ship is 2,703 tons, 418 feet long, 104
feet wide, and has a draft of 14 feet.
It is propelled by two gas turbines,
two diesel engines, four waterjets,

and four diesel generators. Its
official top speed is 44 knots
(51mph). In addition to electronic
warfare and decoys systems, the
ship has one 57mm gun, one closein weapon system, four .50 caliber
guns, two 30mm guns, eight naval
strike missiles, and twenty-four
Hellfire missiles. It also carries one
Seahawk helicopter, and one or two
Fire Scout unmanned helicopters.
The USS Oakland was built
configured
for
anti-submarine
warfare – to detect diesel and
electric submarines.
Admiral Andrews spoke
about the timeline of the new USS
Oakland. The First Cut (May 24,
2017) was where the first cut of the
steel or aluminum was made for the
plate for the foundation of the ship.
The Keel Laying (July 20, 2018) was
the ceremony where the central
spine was laid down to start
construction of the ship, and the
ship’s sponsor initials a plate that is
attached to the keel. The sponsor
for the USS Oakland is Kate Brandt,
the Sustainability Officer for Google.
In 2014, she was nominated as the
nation’s
first
Federal
Chief
Sustainability Officer, and she
received the Navy’s Distinguished
Public Service Award for her work
helping the Navy go green. The
Christening (June 29, 2019) was the
ceremony where the Sponsor, Kate
Brandt, broke a bottle of champagne
on the bow of the ship as it was
officially named and prepared for
launch. She said, “God bless this
ship and all who sail in her,” and the
band played “Anchors Aweigh.”

The last step is the
Commissioning of the ship, which is
scheduled for April 17, 2021, at the
Howard Terminal in Oakland,
California. The US Navy tradition of
commissioning a ship goes back to
the 1775 capture of the British
armed sloop HMS Margaretta in the
Battle of Machias off Maine. The
Massachusetts Provincial Congress
commissioned the captured ship as
the Machias Liberty in August 1775.
This is the ceremony where the ship
is brought to life – a chief petty
officer leads the crew running to the
ship in their dress blues to board the
ship and man the rails, and the
Commanding Officer sets the first
watch. The commanding officer for
the USS Oakland is Commander
Francisco X. Garza of Phoenix,
Arizona. Usually, 100s or 1,000s are
able to attend the public ceremony,
where Americans can celebrate their
investment, and where the Navy has
recruiting, retention, and public
affairs opportunities. The Navy is
not authorized to pay for the
commissioning of ships, so the USS
Oakland Commissioning Committee
is raising $250k for the ceremony.
Information on donating and
attending may be found on their
website:
www.ussoaklandcommissioning.org/
donor-page. They hope to have 10k
people at the commissioning,
depending on the local Covid-19
restrictions in place at the time of
the event.
Following the presentation,
Compatriot Bob Vernagallo asked
about what is happening between
now and the commissioning next
year.
Admiral Andrews said
Commander Garza is currently doing

mission and systems certifications
on the ship. Hopefully the flight
deck will be certified by the time of
the commissioning so it may be used
to ferry some people out to the ship
as she sails into San Francisco Bay.
Compatriot Vernagallo asked about
what ordinance is used for antisubmarine warfare, and the Admiral
stated the Mark 54 torpedo will be
used by the ship. President Owens
noted that these modern ships are
very advanced, with computers and
joysticks. The Admiral noted that it
is a new world now – no more
manual plotting, as the computers
do all the work. Admiral Andrews
thanked the chapter for inviting him
to speak about the commissioning of
the USS Oakland, and he
encouraged all our members to
donate and/or attend the ceremony.
President Owens thanked Admiral
Andrews for his informative
presentation, and promised to send
him
a
SAR
Certificate
of
Appreciation.
Registrar Derek
Brown
stated that the chapter has 8 new
members, with 7 more sent to
National and 7 sent to the State
Registrar.
So we should have
another 14 new members by the 1st
week of December. There are 37
applicants in various stages, with 24
of them having started working on
the application. He also announced
that all spouses and female relatives
of compatriots are eligible for the
Ladies Auxiliary – contact him for
more information. Derek Brown
announced as the Chairman of the
CASSAR Nominating Committee that
he is seeking a volunteer for the
position of Historian, as our devoted
Historian Jim Blauer recently passed

away. Secretary Stephen Renouf
reported that dues collection began
on October 1, and we have 20 paid,
and 60 unpaid. The cutoff date is
December 15, 2020 – the unpaid will
be dropped and have to reinstate.
We currently have 112 members,
with a net gain of six members year
to date.
President Owens introduced
CASSAR President Don Littlefield,
who announced that the CASSAR
Fall Board of Managers Meeting
would be held via Zoom Meeting at
9AM on Saturday, November 14,
2020. All planning to attend need to
RSVP to President Littlefield at
DBLittlefield@comcast.net. There is
no travel required, so all members
are encouraged to RSVP and attend
the CASSAR Meeting. He announced
that Wreaths Across America would
be held at 9AM on Saturday,
December 19, 2020. He is currently
contacting the national cemeteries
to see what restrictions will be in
place due to the Wuhan Virus, and
he will let us know how they
respond.
Past President Tucker spoke
about the 100th anniversary of the
first US Airmail transcontinental
relay flight. From September 8,
1920 to September 11, 1920, relay
pilots flew 16 legs across country
from Long Island, New York,
delivering mail to Postmaster
Charles W. Fay in San Francisco –
2,560 miles. Compatriot Tucker
took part in a relay flight this year in
honor of the anniversary.
President Owens stated that
the next meeting would be a Zoom

Meeting on November 21, 2020.
Compatriot Vernagallo gave the
benediction, and President Owens
adjourned the meeting.
— Stephen Renouf, Secretary

Zoom Meeting

T

he November Meeting will be
held via Zoom Meeting on
Saturday, November 21, 2020 at
1PM (Pacific Time). Our guest
speaker for the meeting will be
Captain Laura D. Collins, USCG. She
will be speaking on “Latest Efforts in
USCG Leadership, and Diversity &
Inclusion.”
After graduating from the
US Coast Guard Academy in New
London, CT, in May 1994, Captain
Collins served on six Coast Guard
cutters, including as commanding
officer of the Cutter Bertholf. Most
recently, she served as Operations
Division Chief for Commander,
Pacific Area, where she oversaw
operations for the Vice Admiral in
the Pacific, from South Pole to North
and from the West Coast of the
United States to the Indian Ocean.
Captain Collins earned a BS
degree in electrical engineering from
the Coast Guard Academy, and an
MS degree in chemical engineering
from Johns Hopkins University. She
spent a year as a military fellow at
the RAND Corporation.

Quote of the Month

THOMAS JEFFERSON
CHAPTER

“I must down to the seas again, to the lonely sea
and the sky, And all I ask is a tall ship and a star to
steer her by, And the wheel’s kick and the wind’s
song and the white sail’s shaking,
And a grey mist on the sea’s face, and a grey dawn
breaking.”
— John Masefield, Sea Fever
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