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Bob Vernagallo and Phil Stage Inducted into the SAR

T

he Thomas Jefferson Chapter
was represented at the
California Society Board of Managers
Meeting in Irvine, California, by President
Greg Owens, Secretary Stephen Renouf,
and Past President Derek Brown.
We had the opportunity to learn
about National Society events directly
from President General Jack Manning,
and we heard reports from a majority of
the state chapters. It was a great
opportunity to learn what other chapters
are doing around the state.
I would encourage all members
to attend the CASSAR Annual Meeting in
Rancho Murrieta, California, in April
2020.
— Gregory Owens, President

Owens, Renouf & Brown in Irvine, CA

Thomas Jefferson Chapter
Officers for 2019
Gregory D. Owens, President
1826 Versailles Avenue
Alameda, CA 94501-1653
(510) 523-5835
owensgd77@gmail.com

Vice President
vacant

Stephen R. Renouf, Secretary/Editor
16123 Paseo del Campo
San Lorenzo, CA 94580-2311
(510) 397-1762
Secretary@TJSAR.org

William E. Rood, Treasurer
2107 Dunblane Court
Walnut Creek, CA 94598-3325
(925) 937-8659

Derek J. Brown, Acting Registrar
(925) 672-2055
dptydeke@yahoo.com

Eugene A. Stevens, Chaplain
268 Carlisle Way
Benicia, CA 94510-1529
(707) 747-9507
bencalsvc@aol.com

Historian
vacant

Gregory D. Owens, Sergeant at Arms
(510) 523-5835
owensgd77@gmail.com

Jeffrey H. Brown, Eagle Scout Chairman
(925) 360-3647
JeffNKatBrown@gmail.com

Michael A. Wendorf, Eagle Scout Chrmn
(925) 381-9837
Mike_Wendorf@yahoo.com

Derek J. Brown, Awards Chairman
(925) 672-2055
dptydeke@yahoo.com

Col. Gary M. Bohannon, Webmaster
(916) 806-0040
gary@garybohannon.com

Timothy L. Ernst, Past President
(925) 937-0526
newgrumpy@aol.com

The Thomas Jefferson Chapter Minuteman is
the official newsletter of the Thomas Jefferson
Chapter of the California Society Sons of the
American Revolution. The opinions expressed
herein are the opinions of the authors, and not
necessarily those of the Chapter or the SAR,
unless specifically stated.

CIVIS AMERICANUS SUM

Secretary’s Notes

T

he
Thomas Jefferson
Chapter had 22 members
and guests at its October 19, 2019
regular meeting at the Old Spaghetti
Factory in Concord, California. In
the absence of President Greg
Owens, Derek Brown called the
meeting to order, and introduced
Past Vice President Generals
Stephen Renouf and Bob Ebert; DAR
Member Kay Ernst; guests Joy
Javellana, Joan Nibert, Diane
Stevens, Luke Vernagallo, Anita
Vernagallo, Kata Vernagallo, and
Regina Wegener; New Members Phil
Stage, and Bob Vernagallo; applicant
Jeff Nibert; and speaker Tim Ernst.
Following
lunch,
Past
President Brown called upon Ralph
Dean and Hal Strunk to induct new
members R. Phillip Stage and Robert
J. Vernagallo. Hal Strunk pinned the
SAR Rosette on his friend Phil Stage.
Phil is the descendant of Private
William Randall (1743-1817), who
served under Col. John Hathorn in
the Fourth Orange County Regiment
of Militia in New York. Ralph Dean
pinned the SAR Rosette on Bob
Vernagallo. Bob is the descendant
of Col. John Hannum (c.1742-1799),
who served in the 1st Battalion,
Pennsylvania Militia. Col. Hannum
was a magistrate, justice of the
peace, and a member of the
Pennsylvania General Assembly.
John Hannum is buried in the
Bradford Friends Burying Ground in
Marshallton, Pennsylvania.
Treasurer Bill Rood gave the
treasurer’s report, and Derek Brown

gave the registrar’s report. This
year, we have had nine new
members approved by National. We
have about 34 people in various
stages of application, and of those,
we have three applications pended
at National that we are working on
resolving. Derek gave the chapter
medals & awards report. So far this
year, we have presented 29 Eagle
Scout Certificates, and 10 JROTC/
ROTC/NSCC medals. We have not
presented any SAR Flag Certificates
yet. If you know of any person or
organization that properly flies the
US Flag, please let us know so we
can award them the SAR Flag
Certificate.
Derek Brown and
Stephen Renouf reported on the SAR
Annual Congress that was held in
Costa Mesa, California, in July 2019.
It was a great success, and there
were about a hundred volunteers.
Past
President
Brown
introduced our speaker, Past
President Tim Ernst, who spoke on
Yosemite National Park. Tim was
born and raised in Yosemite, and he
was married there. His father was a
forester in Yosemite, so Tim went to
school there. He said the major
icons of Yosemite are Half Dome, El
Capitan, and Yosemite Falls. The
area around the base of the falls has
been cleared, so there is now a
better view of the falls.
American Indians were in
Yosemite about 3,000 years ago, and
the Southern Sierra Miwok moved
there about 800 years ago, and
called the area Ahwahnee, which
means “big mouth.” They traded
acorns with their neighbors for pine
nuts. During the California Gold
Rush, miners moved near the valley,
and were attacked by the Indians,

sparking the Mariposa Indian War of
1850 to 1851.
The Mariposa
Battalion of the California State
Militia were the first whites to enter
the Yosemite Valley in 1851. They
drove out the Indians, who settled
with their Paiute neighbors in
Eastern California.
The name
“Yosemite” means “killer” in Miwok,
and was the name of the tribe that
the militia removed from the valley.
In the 1950’s, the policy of the
government was to fight all fires.
Now the policy has been changed to
have controlled burns to thin out the
undergrowth in the forest. In the
past, the Ahwahnee Indians would
set fires to clear out areas so they
could grow grass and Black oak trees
for their acorns. Tim’s father was an
advocate for controlled burns to
manage the forest and prevent
catastrophic fires.
Tim Ernst displayed many
pictures of the Yosemite Valley from
the 1921 book, Yosemite and its
High Sierra, by John H. Williams.
Settlers established cabins and
hotels in the park for visitors. Galen
Clark and James Hutchings lobbied
for the protection of the Yosemite
Valley. Hutchings was a publisher,
and he made the outside world
aware of Yosemite by publishing
pictures of the park. In 1864,
President Lincoln signed a bill
creating the Yosemite Grant, the
first time the Federal Government
set aside park land for preservation
and public use. Yosemite became a
California State Park, with Galen
Clark as the first guardian. The
California Park bought out most of
the settlers, but there were a few
hold outs.
The government
continues to try to eliminate these

last few pockets of private
ownership. Early tourists had to ride
on horses to get to the park, and
eventually three stage coach roads
were built in the 1870’s to improve
access.
A railroad line was
constructed from Merced to El
Portal on the border of the park.
The line was destroyed in a flood,
and never rebuilt.
Naturalist John Muir first
recognized that the Yosemite
Valley’s u-shape was created by
large alpine glaciers that carved
through the soft stone, and went
around the hard granite rock. The
glaciers that created the valley
disappeared 10,000 years ago with
the end of the last Ice Age. John
Muir took President Theodore
Roosevelt to the park in 1903, and
lobbied Roosevelt to establish
Yosemite National Park, which was

done in 1906.
In 1913, the
O’Shaughnessy Dam was built on the
Tuolumne River, which flooded the
beautiful Hetch Hetchy Valley, and
provided water and hydroelectric
power to San Francisco. When the
National Park Service was created in
1916, Yosemite National Park was
transferred to its jurisdiction.
Not everything in the park
stays the same. Mirror Lake, at the
upper end of the valley, was once a
large glacier lake with water so clear
that it acted as a giant mirror. It is
now only a small seasonal lake, a
shadow of its former glory. Tim
remembered that on Easter
mornings, they used to have a
sunrise service at the lake, but they
no longer have the services. There
was also the famous Firefall, from
1872 to 1968. They used to set a
bonfire at Glacier Point, and have
evening entertainment at Camp
Curry. At 9PM, the entertainment
would end, and they would push the

Tim Ernst presented the SAR Certificate of Appreciation by Derek Brown

bonfire over the cliff. Although this
is no longer done, in Spring the light
from sunset makes a water fall on El
Capitan look like it is on fire –
providing a natural Firefall.
In the Yosemite back
country is Tuolumne Meadows, an
alpine meadow surrounded by
famous cliffs. They used to flood the
parking lot at Camp Curry with
water, which froze and became an
ice skating rink.
In between
Yosemite Valley and Tuolumne
Meadows is Tenaya Lake. The lake
features a sand beach, fishing and
camping. When Tim was growing
up, his father the forester had
access to the ranger cabin at Tenaya
Lake, and they would stay there
when visiting the lake. Tim noted
that during World War II, the Navy
used the Ahwahnee Hotel for sailors
to recuperate from injuries.
Tim said that feeding the
animals in the park is prohibited.
There was once a large garbage pit
in the northern part of the park.
Once the bears found it, they would
go there for a snack. The park had
to close the garbage pit in the 1940’s
to keep the bears from feeding on
the garbage.
The park had a
problem with the trees being killed
by insects, so they initiated a
pesticide spraying campaign from
fixed wing aircraft, which did not
work well. They then switched to a
helicopter, which was more
effective. Due to the high elevation,
the helicopter had difficulty getting
lift. They were only able to operate
during early morning hours. When
Tim was younger, he was offered a
ride on the helicopter, and he
jumped at the chance.
While
returning to the Ranger Station at

the chapter in the singing of God
Bless America.
— Stephen Renouf, Secretary
Tuolumne meadows from the south
end of the meadows, the pilot was
having difficulty getting lift with
Tim’s additional weight in the
helicopter; the pilot set the
helicopter down, and made Tim
walk the rest of the way back to the
Ranger Station. For people who
enjoy hiking, there is the High Sierra
Camp Loop. It is half a day’s trip
from camp to camp on the loop.
Each camp has areas to sleep and
get food. The reservations fill up
quickly, so it is important to reserve
well in advance. Past President
Derek Brown presented the SAR
Certificate of Appreciation to Tim
Ernst
for
his
informative
presentation on Yosemite Park.
Past
President
Brown
presented the SAR War Service
Medal to Eugene Stevens for his
service in the US Navy on the USS
Flint during the Vietnam War. The
upcoming CASSAR Fall Board of
Managers Meeting on November 12, 2019 will be held at the Wyndham
Hotel in Irvine, California. Past
President Brown announced that
chapter elections for 2020 officers
would be held at the next meeting
on November 16, 2019 at the Old
Spaghetti Factory. We are missing
some critical officers, so we highly
recommend
you
consider
volunteering for an officer or
committee position.
Without
volunteers, we are not able to run
the chapter.
Please contact
President Greg Owens if you would
consider volunteering to help the
chapter.
Past President Brown
adjourned the meeting, and he led

California Society

T

he California Society of the
Sons
of the
American
Revolution held its 144th Annual Fall
Board of Managers Meeting at the
Wyndham/Sonesta Hotel in Irvine,
California, from October 31 to
November 2, 2019.
The
Thomas
Jefferson
Chapter was represented by
President Greg Owens, Secretary
Stephen Renouf, and Past President
Derek Brown. President General
Jack Manning and his wife Sheila
represented the National Society.
The
California
Society
Annual Meeting will be held in
Rancho Murrieta, CA, in April 2020.

Chaplain Eugene Stevens presented
with SAR War Service Medal

NOVEMBER 2019
ELECTION MEETING

Saturday, November 16, 2019

the old spaghetti factory
1955 Mount Diablo Street, Concord, CA

11:30AM—Pre-Meeting
Social

Noon to 2:30PM—Meeting

Programme:
Operation Desert Storm. Compatriot Hal Strunk will speak on Operation
Desert Storm, the combat phase of the Gulf War of 1990-1991, where
coalition forces from 35 nations liberated Kuwait from Saddam Hussein’s Iraqi
Army. Hal was a Naval Reserve officer at USCENTCOM, and he served under
General Norman Schwartzkopf. Come join us for a great meeting!

MENU
Spaghetti with Mushroom Sauce,
Fettuccini Alfredo, Chicken Parmigiana, or Baked Lasagna
$20 per person
Questions? Contact Stephen Renouf at Usina@aol.com
Deadline: 13 November 2019
Please make check payable to THOMAS JEFFERSON CHAPTER, enclose this reservation slip,
and mail to: Secretary Stephen Renouf, 16123 Paseo del Campo, San Lorenzo, CA 94580
OR go to https://tjsar.org/index.php/calendar and select “Order lunch online now with your credit card!”
Name:

Entrée choice:

Spaghetti

Fettuccini

Chicken

Lasagna

Guest:

Entrée choice:

Spaghetti

Fettuccini

Chicken

Lasagna

Guest2:

Entrée choice:

Spaghetti

Fettuccini

Chicken

Lasagna

Quote of the Month

THOMAS JEFFERSON
CHAPTER
S O N S O F T H E A M ER I C A N R E VO L U TI O N

“A man who has nothing for which he is willing
to fight, nothing which is more important than
his own personal safety, is a miserable creature
and has no chance of being free unless made
and kept so by the exertions of better men than
himself.”
— John Stuart Mill

Gregory D. Owens
President

Stephen R. Renouf
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