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President’s Notes

W

hile trying to recruit
members to fill the various
posts necessary for the chapter to
function, I find a common response is
“what are the duties of the job?” This led
me to the question, “what are the
objectives of the chapter?” Searching for
an answer led me to the conclusion that
it is time for a “Stand Down” for the
chapter. We need to take time to revisit
the SAR objectives and the resources
available. So the January meeting will not
have a “program” with an outside
speaker, but will be a review of the SAR
objectives and resources.
With the lack of shared
responsibility for the functions of the
chapter, it is necessary to look at the
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Steven Burchik Discusses his Experiences in Vietnam

various options. Things to consider –
fewer meetings, meetings without a
program, meeting at a different time or
date, or any other options you can add.
We are still looking for volunteers
to step forward to fill the leadership
opportunities in the chapter. There have
been requests for information and
applicants for on the various youth
programs that SAR has to recognize the
work of these young people. Ideally we
would have a separate member
supporting each of these programs.
Volunteers, again?
For the November meeting, we
were moved to the bar area of the
restaurant. This is per our agreement
with the Old Spaghetti Factory. When
they book a larger group, we get
bumped. In my opinion, when this
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happens it does not lead to a
successful meeting. This time we
had new recruits sitting at the bar by
themselves with limited interaction
with the membership. This does not
create a favorable image for the
chapter. The next time I become
aware of this situation, I will poll the
Board to see if the meeting should
be cancelled. The good news – Greg
Owens has volunteered to become
the Sergeant-at-Arms.
— Timothy Ernst, President
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CIVIS AMERICANUS SUM

T

he Thomas Jefferson
Chapter had 25 members
and guests at its November 17, 2018
election meeting at the Old
Spaghetti Factory in Concord,
California.
President Tim Ernst
called the meeting to order, and
introduced CASSAR President Derek
Brown; Past Vice Presidents General
Bob Ebert and Stephen Renouf; new
member Joel Morgan; applicants
John Amen and Robert Vernagallo
(and his wife Regina Wegener); and
speaker Steven Burchik.
Following lunch, President
Tim Ernst introduced our special
guest speaker.
Steven Burchik
graduated from Manhattan College
in the 1960’s. After graduating, he
joined the US Army at the height of
the Vietnam War. After training in
the United States, Sergeant Burchik
was sent to Vietnam to spend a year
in the rice paddies north of Saigon
as a forward observer with the 1st
Infantry Division from June 1968 to
June 1969. After returning from
Vietnam, Burchik graduated from

Michigan State University with an
MBA degree, and was a successful
marketing executive and food
industry entrepreneur. He is the
author of two books – Compass and
a Camera: A Year in Vietnam, and
Focus on Vietnam. The Town of
Danville had a photo exhibition from
November 1 through December 16,
2018,
entitled
Conflict
and
Compassion Through the Eyes of a
Veteran, which had photographs
from Steven Burchik.
When Steven Burchik was
sent to Vietnam, he brought a
personal camera with him. He was
not able to use it every day, and
primarily used it in his free time. He
did not take any battle photos, as he
was otherwise occupied. He took
about 4,000 pictures in Vietnam.
The black & white film would be
developed in the military PX, usually
taking a few weeks, and he would
send the pictures back to the States.
The slide film was sent directly to
the States, and he did not see them
until he returned home.
When he returned from the
war, he did not talk about his
experiences in the war to avoid
arguments. A few years ago, a
teacher asked him to speak about
his experiences to her class. A
couple days later, he and his wife
had dinner with the teacher, who
brought 60 thank you letters from
her classes. This was the first time
anyone had said anything positive to
him about his service in Vietnam.
Someone asked him when his book
would be published, and it gave him
the idea of writing a book about his
experiences, and featuring his
photos.
His wife had their
correspondence during his time in

Vietnam, so he wrote his first book,
Compass and a Camera: A Year in
Vietnam. In 2015, his book won a
silver medal publisher’s award in
New York. He had gone from
avoiding talking about the war to
doing a couple presentations a
week.
In 1968, Steven Burchik was
stationed at the Oakland Army Base,
and one night he was put on a bus
to Travis Air Force Base. When he
arrived, he was put on a Braniff
plane bound for Asia. They refueled
in Hawaii, and finally arrived in
Saigon, Republic of South Vietnam.
He arrived in June 1968 in the
monsoon season, when it seems to
rain constantly. The country of
South Vietnam was divided into four
zones, each with its own Army
Corps. Steven Burchik was assigned
to III Corps, which was the area
around the capital of Saigon. Every
two months, his duty station would
change. His first duty station was
the water plant serving Saigon. The
benefit of this station was having
hot showers. At night, Stven Burchik
would climb the water tower, look
for flashes of light (which was
artillery being fired at Saigon), and
report it.
As a forward observer, he
would commute by helicopter to a
forward area in the morning, and
then be picked up at night by
helicopter (unless they were
ordered to stay for a few days).
When the helicopter approached
the forward position, they would
radio for someone on the ground to
fire off a smoke bomb so they would
know where to land. Later the Viet
Cong stole smoke bombs, and they
would monitor the radio and fire off

smoke bombs trying to trick the
helicopters into landing in a trap.
Later the US military had to request
specific color smoke bombs to
reduce the chance of falling for the
Viet Cong traps. Steven Burchik said
they often spent the day soaking
wet, and would change into dry
shoes and socks at night. He was
fortunate to serve in a unit with a
2% casualty rate – other more
forward units had a 10-15% casualty
rate.
At base camp, everything
would need to be delivered by
helicopter – food, water, fuel,
ammo, and supplies. They would
form a conga line to unload the
helicopters.
There were diesel
explosives surrounding the camp, to
be used as a last resort if they were

being overrun by the enemy.
Fortunately, they only tested the
system – they never had to use it
while he was there. They had Kit
Carson Scouts, who were former
Viet Cong members trained by the
US and assigned to Army units as
scouts. One of them led Burchik’s
unit to a Viet Cong base camp. They
found the usual supply of rice and
water, but also newspapers and
typewriters. They had stumbled on
a Viet Cong propaganda unit. They
searched the area and found
weapons hidden in the mud.
While in Vietnam, Steven
Burchik saw USO shows with Bob
Hope and Tippi Hedron, and had his
picture taken with Tippi Hedron. In
2013, he saw she was having an
appearance for the 50th anniversary
of Alfred Hitchcock’s movie, The
Birds, and he got his picture taken
with her again.

Steven Burchik & Tippi Hedron (Then and Now)

The
military
had
a
Pacification program, where they
would visit rural villages in Vietnam
to build a relationship with the
people, and gain support for the
South Vietnamese government in
Saigon.
The military would
distribute medicine and cooking oil
to the villagers. Steven Burchik got
permission to take pictures of the
local people and children. He asked
his fiancée to send a gumball
machine, and he showed it to the
kids. The boys would line up for the
gumballs, and then the girls would
line up after the boys were done.
The village tinsmith would pay
people to forage for scraps of metal,
which he would hammer out, and
sell to other villages.

The Red Cross Girls (known
affectionately as “Doughnut Dollies”
from serving doughnuts and coffee
to soldiers in World War II) would
visit the soldiers in Vietnam. They
were flown out for a few hours, and
they would talk with the soldiers.
There were about 650 volunteers,
who were all college graduates, and
they would spend one year in
Vietnam for minimal pay. They were

a great morale booster.
When his duty station
changed to higher ground, they had
to look for tunnels. A small soldier,
called a “tunnel rat,” would go
through the tunnel. They never
found Viet Cong soldiers in the
tunnels, but they often found
weapons.
They would use C-4
explosive on the end of a stick, and
blow up the tunnel entrance. One
time, a farmer’s water buffalo
charged the soldiers and they were
forced to kill it. The farmer was able
to file a claim, and get money to buy
another water buffalo. One time,
some Vietnamese boys, about 9
years old, asked to clean their rifles.
They field stripped the weapons,
applied oil, and reassembled them
like a professional.
They were
shocked by their skill. They hoped it
was because they were trained by a
relative in the South Vietnamese
Army, and not because they were
Viet Cong boy soldiers.
His final duty station was the
power station near Saigon. For
sanitation, they would dump the
latrine barrels in a burn pit, pour in

diesel fuel, and set on fire. Even
today, in some remote bases in Iraq
and Afghanistan, they use burn pits.
Two weeks before he left Vietnam,
he went on his final patrol, and
spent the remainder of his time
filling sand bags. This reduced the
likelihood of a soldier being killed
days before he was to go home.
Finally, his time in Vietnam came to
an end, and he boarded a Freedom
Bird at Tan Son Nhut Airfield, and
they took off. The plane was silent
until the plane cleared South
Vietnamese airspace; then a cheer
went up that they were really going
home.
He concluded with the
statement that war has been
described as “long periods of
boredom, punctuated by moments
of sheer terror.” President Tim Ernst
presented Steven Burchik with the
SAR Certificate of Appreciation for
the photo documentary of his
experiences in Vietnam.
President Tim Ernst noted
there were no volunteers for office
in 2019, so the nominating
committee was recommending the
same officers as 2018. There was a
motion to elect the slate of officers,
and they were elected unanimously.
The
officer
installation
was

scheduled for the January 19, 2019
Annual Chapter Meeting. In 2019,
the Chapter will be holding meetings
on the 3rd Saturday of the month
(instead of the 4th Saturday) to
reduce conflicts with other groups.
CASSAR Ladies Auxiliary
President Janet Brown passed the
hat for donations to support the
chapter’s youth programs.
She
noted that the SAR Annual Congress
would be held in Costa Mesa,
California, from July 5-11, 2019, and
members and spouses need to be
registered to attend the host society
reception. The California Society
host reception will be a Hornblower
cruise in Newport Harbor. She
recommended that all chapter
members attend the SAR Congress
in California.
CASSAR President Derek
Brown acknowledged all the

veterans at the chapter meeting by
passing out challenge coins. We had
a good chapter representation at
the Board of Managers Meeting –
President Tim Ernst, Secretary
Stephen Renouf, Past President
Derek Brown, Past President Oliver
Everette, and Webmaster Gary
Bohannon. Thanks to President
General Larry Magerkurth, California
has become an important state in
the SAR. We have national officers,
committee chairmen, and top
national leadership attended our
Board of Managers Meeting –
President General Warren Alter,
Secretary General Jack Manning,
Registrar General Bruce Pickette,
Genealogist
General
Jim
Faulkinbury, Vice President General
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Ron Barker, SAR Foundation
President
Joe
Dooley,
SAR
Foundation Board Members John
Dodd and Lou Carlson, and National
Trustees Jim Fosdyck (California),
Stephen Renouf (Spain), and Charles
Smith (Nevada).
CASSAR President Brown
noted that the Wreaths Across
America ceremonies would be held
on Saturday, December 15, 2018. If
any chapter members participate,
please let us know.
CASSAR
President Brown said we need
people to participate at the chapter
level. Compatriots should look into
opportunities to help the chapters
fulfil our mission. Chapters are
owner-operated events. You are the
owner, and your efforts make the
chapter succeed. No contribution is
too small – everyone should be
involved to some degree. Please
consider volunteering to help the
chapter – as an officer, committee
chairman,
or
youth
contest
chairman.
Eugene Stevens volunteered
to be chaplain, Greg Owens
volunteered to be sergeant-at-arms,
and Mike Wendorf volunteered to
be SAR Essay Contest Chairman. We
are still looking for a volunteer for
vice
president,
historian,
membership chairman, awards
chairman, etc.
President Tim Ernst asked
for a moment of silence for those
who were affected by the recent
Camp Fire in Northern California,
and the fires in Southern California.
President Tim Ernst adjourned the
meeting, and Diane Stevens led the
chapter in the singing of God Bless
America.
— Stephen Renouf, Secretary

2019 SAR Dues

T

he dues collection process is
now complete for 2019.
Thanks to everyone who renewed
their dues.
The
Thomas
Jefferson
Chapter began 2018 with 105
members. We added thirteen new
members, one transfer member,
one dual member; and we lost two
compatriots to death, and dropped
nine members—leaving us with a
membership of 109.

Schedule for 2019

T

he Chapter voted to change
our normal schedule to the
THIRD Saturday of the month to
reduce conflicts with other groups.
We hope this allows us to have
stronger meeting participation.
When we have low turnout, we risk
being bumped from our normal
room in the Old Spaghetti Factory.
Just a reminder — we
encourage wives, children, relatives,
and any interested parties to attend
our meetings. If you know of
potential members, please invite
them to a meeting to learn about
the Sons of the American
Revolution.
Please calendar the dates
below:
January 19, 2019
February 16, 2019
March 16, 2019
April 20, 2019
May 18, 2019
September 21, 2019
October 19, 2019
November 16, 2019

his family.

Credit Card Payments

T

he Thomas Jefferson Chapter
has now added credit card
payments to the new website.
If you go to the new website
at https://tjsar.org, and select the
“Calendar” Tab, you will see
upcoming chapter meetings. If you
click on “Order lunch online now
with your credit card,” you will be
taken to a screen where you enter
your name, e-mail, and meal choice.
You may also add up to four other
attendees.
You then click on the “Buy
Lunch!” button, where you enter
your e-mail, name and address, and
then you click on the “Payment Info”
button. You then enter your Credit
Card number, expiration date, and
CVC number, and then you complete
your reservation by clicking on the
“Pay” button.

John W. Pfeffer, RIP

W

e regret to announce that
Compatriot John Pfeffer, a
life member of the California Society
SAR, passed away on March 23,
2018 at his house in Earp, California.
John William Pfeffer was
born in 1943 in Lakewood, Ohio. He
was the chief executive officer of
Micro
Instruments
Corp
of
Rochester, New York. He lived in
Boulder City, Nevada, and was very
active in politics there.
John W. Pfeffer joined the
Oakland Chapter in 1978 on the
service of Private John Jayne (17481838), who served from 1778-1782
in Col. Jacob Stroud’s Regiment,
Northampton Militia (Pennsylvania).
Private John Jayne was buried in
1838 in Starrucca Borough, Wayne
County, Pennsylvania.
Our condolences go out to

James R. Tippett, RIP

W

e regret to announce that
former Thomas Jefferson
Chapter Compatriot Jamie Tippett
passed away on August 15, 2018 at
his home in San Ramon, California.
James Russell Tippett, Jr.
was born in 1950 in Bronxville, New
York, and was the son of the late
James R. Tippett, Sr. and Glenda
Alice Speakman. He received a BA
degree from Colgate University, and
received an MBA degree from
UCLA’s
Anderson
School
of
Management. For the last ten years,
he was director of physician revenue
at Washington Medical Billing.
Jamie Tippett and his two
sons, James W. Tippett and Owen
M. Tippett, joined the Thomas
Jefferson Chapter in 2016 on the
service of Asaph Fletcher, a surgeon
in Col. John Robinson’s Middlesex
and Lincoln County Militia of
Massachusetts. Asaph Fletcher was
born in 1746 in Westford,
Massachusetts. He married Sarah
Green in 1758 in Stoneham,
Massachusetts. Dr. Fletcher died in
1839 in Cavendish, Vermont, and
was buried in the Fairview Cemetery
in Westford, Massachusetts.
Our condolences go out to
his wife Erika, his three children, and
his two sisters.

California Society Meeting
Folsom, California

PAST CASSAR PRESIDENTS: JIM FOSDYCK (2017), Kent Gregory (2015), John Dodd (2011), Larry Magerkurth (2005),
Steve Renouf (2008), Rev. Lou Carlson (2009), Jim Faulkinbury (2014), Ron Barker (2016), PG Warren Alter, Marston
Watson (1970), and Bob Ebert (2006).

WEBMASTER GARY BOHANNON AND PRESIDENT TIM ERNST

CASSAR PAST PRESIDENTS BREAKFAST WITH NATIONAL OFFICERS

SACRAMENTO COUNTY DA ANNE MARIE SCHUBERT SPEAKS TO CASSAR MEETING

CASSAR PRESIDENT DEREK BROWN PRESENTS SAR LAW ENFORCEMENT MEDAL TO DETECTIVE GARY RICHTER

PRESIDENT TIM ERNST RECEIVES THE SAR PARTNERS IN PATRIOTISM AWARD FROM CASSAR PRESIDENT BROWN

CASSAR LADIES AUXILIARY MEETING

THOMAS JEFFERSON CHAPTER DELEGATION TO CASSAR MEETING

JANUARY 2019
OFFICER INSTALLATION MEETING

Saturday, January 19, 2019

the old spaghetti factory
1955 Mount Diablo Street, Concord, CA

11:30AM—Pre-Meeting
Social

Noon to 2:30PM—Meeting

Programme:
Officer Installation. CASSAR President Derek Brown will install the 2019 Officers of the
Thomas Jefferson Chapter. Chapter President Tim Ernst will review SAR objectives and
resources, and discuss ways to increase participation in chapter meetings and programs.
Come join us for a great meeting!

MENU
Spaghetti with Mushroom Sauce,
Fettuccini Alfredo, Chicken Parmigiana, or Baked Lasagna
$20 per person
Questions? Contact Stephen Renouf at Usina@aol.com
Deadline: 16 January 2019
Please make check payable to THOMAS JEFFERSON CHAPTER, enclose this reservation slip,
and mail to: Secretary Stephen Renouf, 16123 Paseo del Campo, San Lorenzo. CA 94580
OR go to https://tjsar.org/index.php/calendar and select “Order lunch online now with your credit Card!”
Name:

Entrée choice:

Spaghetti

Fettuccini

Chicken

Lasagna

Guest:

Entrée choice:

Spaghetti

Fettuccini

Chicken

Lasagna

Guest2:

Entrée choice:

Spaghetti

Fettuccini

Chicken

Lasagna

Quote of the Month

THOMAS JEFFERSON
CHAPTER

“We who live in the United States have every reason to feel
proud of our country. She has grown in a little over a
hundred years from a stripling to a giant. May she always
grow; may she always be the greatest country under the
canopy of heaven. And we, as citizens, will always be proud
of her, and we will all do our level best to keep her foremost
in the ranks of the nations of the earth .”
— Congressman Julius Kahn (CA), 1906
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