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President’s Notes

W

elcome to the New Year!
We will start the year with
the same officers as last year. For me it
means a second term as president. Like
most similar situations, my first year was
a learning experience. I am looking
forward to my second (and last) term as
president. My efforts this year will be
concentrating on building the great
fellowship that already exists.
We were fortunate to have two
Eagle Scouts apply for consideration for
the Eagle Scout Scholarship Award. Casey
Roark (Troop 465 – Concord) was
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Brad Lee receives certificate from President Tim Ernst

selected as the chapter winner, and his
application has been forwarded for
consideration for the California Society
Contest.
I would encourage you to take
advantage of the 143rd Annual Spring
Meeting of the California Society SAR. It
is being held locally at the Concord Hilton
Hotel April 19-21, 2018. This is your
opportunity to observe the SAR
functioning at the State level. Derek
Brown will be installed as State President.
National President General Larry Guzy is
scheduled to attend.
— Timothy Ernst, President

Thomas Jefferson Chapter
Officers for 2017
Timothy L. Ernst, President
32 Monivea Place
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523-2518
(925) 937-0526
newgrumpy@aol.com

Stan M. Hazlak, Sr., Vice President/
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(925) 383-2678
Stan.Hazlak@gmail.com
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16123 Paseo del Campo
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2107 Dunblane Court
Walnut Creek, CA 94598-3325
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Donald H. Gurley, Registrar
2921 Encina Camino
Walnut Creek, CA 94598-3503
(925) 943-1960
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Charles E. Doolin, Chaplain
1700 Broadway Street #132
Concord, CA 94520-2609
(925) 228-3494

Ryan T. Prindiville, Historian
20 Saint Tropez Court
Danville, CA 94506-6161
(925) 408-2176
ryanprindiville@gmail.com

Sergeant at Arms
vacant

Jeffrey H. Brown, Eagle Scout Chairman
(925) 360-3647
JeffNKatBrown@gmail.com

Derek J. Brown, Awards Chairman
(925) 672-2055
dptydeke@yahoo.com

Stephen A. Tucker, Past President
5261 Crystyl Ranch Drive
Concord, CA 94521-5444
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ttucker0182@sbcglobal.net

The Thomas Jefferson Chapter Minuteman is
the official newsletter of the Thomas Jefferson
Chapter, California Society Sons of the
American Revolution.
The opinions
expressed herein are the opinions of the
authors, and not necessarily those of the
Chapter or the SAR, unless specifically stated.
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Secretary’s Notes

T

he Thomas Jefferson
Chapter had 18 members
and guests at its November 18, 2017
election meeting at the Old
Spaghetti Factory in Concord,
California.
President Tim Ernst
called the meeting to order. After
opening ceremonies, we had lunch.
Following lunch, President
Tim Ernst introduced CASSAR
Executive Vice President Derek
Brown, past Vice Presidents General
Bob Ebert and Stephen Renouf, and
Chapter Vice President Stan Hazlak.
He also introduced our guest
speaker, Brad Lee of the Diablo
Numismatic Society.
President Ernst presented
the SAR Medal of Appreciation to
DAR member Susan Swindell, who
created the Thomas Jefferson
Chapter Quilt Square for the new
CASSAR Quilt. It is being made by
Darian Taylor, wife of CASSAR Vice
President South Bob Taylor, and will
contain 26 squares – one for each
California Society chapter.
The
completed quilt will be presented at
the 2019 SAR Annual Congress in
Costa Mesa, California. President
Tim Ernst presented two oak leaf
clusters for the SAR Liberty Medal
(which represents being the first line
signer for 20 new SAR applications)
to Registrar Don Gurley.
President Ernst welcomed
our guest speaker, Brad Lee of the
Diablo Numismatic Society.
He
explained that numismatics is the
study or collection of currency
(coins, paper money, and related

objects). A coin collector is thus a
numismatist. Coin collectors may
belong to a coin collecting club, or
collect coins on their own. He
stated that the first state to coin
money was Lydia, which ruled the
northwestern half of Asia Minor
(now Turkey). The Lydians began
minting coins in the 7th Century B.C.
For those interested in collecting
coins, Brad Lee recommended The
Official Red Book: A Guide Book of
United States Coins. This book, with
a new version published annually,
documents all the coins minted by
the United States throughout its
history. There is a description of
each coin, and the values of the
various grades as of the year of
publication. The values presented
are the retail values of the coins
being purchased. If coins are being
sold, usually they only realize 4050% of the retail value, unless they
are in Extra Fine or higher condition.
The condition of coins is
graded from About Good (AG-3),
Good (G-4), Very Good (VG-8), Fine
(F-12), Very Fine (VF-20), Choice
Very Fine (VF-30), Extremely Fine (EF
-40), Choice Extremely Fine (EF-45),
About Uncirculated (AU-50), Choice
About
Uncirculated
(AU-55),
Uncirculated
(MS-60),
Choice
Uncirculated
(MS-63),
Gem
Uncirculated (MS-65), to Perfect
Uncirculated (MS-70). There are
also Proof Coins, not intended for
circulation, which are manufactured
with a mirror-like surface. These are
graded from Proof (PF-60), Choice
Proof (PF-63), to Gem Proof (PF-65).
There are third party grading
companies that grade and certify the
condition of coins, such as the
Numismatic Guaranty Corporation

of America (NGC), and the
Professional Coin Grading Service
(PCGS).
In addition to the familiar
1¢, 5¢, 10¢, 25¢, 50¢, and $1 coins,
there have also been other
denominations – a half cent, 2¢, 3¢,
a half-dime (5¢), and 20¢. The 20¢
coin was often confused with the
25¢ coin, so it was eliminated. The
United States also once produced
gold coins for circulation – the
quarter Eagle ($2.50), half Eagle
($5), Eagle ($10), and double Eagle
($20) – until President Franklin D.
Roosevelt outlawed the private
ownership of gold coins (other than
rare/unusual collector coins).
Over the years, there have
been various United States Mints,
including
Charlotte,
NC
(C);
Dahlonega, GA (D), New Orleans, LA
(O), Carson City, NV (CC), and
Manila, Philippines (M). There are
four US Mints currently operating:
Philadelphia, PA (P), Denver, CO (D),
San Francisco, CA (S), and West
Point, NY (W). The Philadelphia
Mint distributes circulating coins to
the east of the Mississippi River, and
the Denver Mint distributes
circulating coins to the west of the
Mississippi River. Prior to 9/11,
people carried change, and there
was a mixing of the mintmarks.
Now, few people carry change cross
country, so it is difficult to collect
mintmarks from the other region of
the country. The San Francisco Mint
now only produces Proof coins for
collectors. The West Point Mint
produces commemorative coins and
the new US gold coins.
Brad Lee started coin
collecting at a young age, when he
was a paperboy. Before 1965, it was

possible to find old coins in
circulation. In 1965, the 90% silver
dimes and quarters were replaced
by copper/nickel alloy coins, and the
90% silver half-dollars were replaced
with 40% silver coins. In 1971, the
40% half-dollars were replaced by
copper/nickel alloy coins. Then bad
money drove out the good money
(Gresham’s Law). People hoarded
the more valuable silver coins, and
circulated the copper/nickel alloy
coins, and overnight, the silver coins
disappeared from circulation. So it
is almost impossible to find pre-1965
coins in circulation – collectors must
purchase them.
After 1965, the US Mint
produced many commemorative
coins that were meant for collectors,
so they are not legal tender. From
2007-2016, the US Mint produced
$1 Presidential Coins. For the first
coin, George Washington, they
minted 100 million coins. Dollar
coins are not popular, as most
people prefer $1 paper notes to the
heavy dollar coins, and they ended
up being stored in banks unused. In
2013, they reduced the annual
amount of dollar coins produced to
6 million, and they are primarily sold
to collectors. There has been talk of
eliminating the US $1 paper notes
and replacing them with $1 coins,
but it would be very unpopular.
Following the US War
Between the States, Spencer M.
Clark (first superintendent of the
National Currency Bureau) had his
portrait used on 5¢ paper notes, so
Congress passed a law requiring
notable US citizens to be dead for at

least two years before they may be
depicted on US currency.
In
producing the Presidential Coins
from Washington to Reagan, the US
Mint skipped over Jimmy Carter
since he is still living. An exception
to this law was the 1964 John F.
Kennedy Half-Dollar, which was
minted less than a year after
Kennedy was assassinated.
In 1892, the US Mint began
producing commemorative coins –
the first coin being the 1892
Columbian Exposition half-dollar
honoring the 400th anniversary of
Columbus’ discovery of the New
World. There were 53 different
commemorative coins produced
through 1954, when they ceased
making commemorative coins. The
Mint
resumed
producing
commemorative coins in 1965, but
they were not of the same quality as
the 1892-1954 coins.
Brad Lee also discussed
counterfeit coins.
He said the
Chinese are adept at creating
counterfeit coins. Secretary Renouf
had brought in some examples of
Chinese counterfeit coins – a
Morgan silver dollar, a Mexican peso
coin, and a couple of small British
“silver” coins that were magnetic
(made with steel, iron or nickel). If
coins are magnetic, that is a good
sign that they are probably
counterfeit. Also, the weight of the
coins will be different if composed
of a different material. They will
have a different ring to them when
dropped. He stated that there is a
market for some counterfeit coins,
and they can be used for
educational purposes.
President Ernst discussed
paper money, and displayed some

examples. Paper money used to be
much larger than the current size of
US currency. He said there has only
been one woman on US paper
currency – Martha Washington’s
portrait appeared on $1 silver
certificates in the 1800’s. From
1862 through 1876, the US issued
fractional paper notes – 3¢, 5¢, 10¢,
15¢, 25¢ and 50¢ - that were known
as shinplasters (small, square pieces
of paper that could be used as a
plaster – a British term for an
adhesive bandage to treat sore legs).
President Ernst noted that
after the Japanese attack on Pearl
Harbor, the US government was
concerned that the Japanese could
obtain large amounts of US currency
if they invaded Hawaii.
The
government recalled all regular
currency, and replaced it with
currency bearing a brown seal and
serial numbers on the obverse, and
the reverse overstamped with the
word “HAWAII.” Rather than ship
$200 million in old currency back to
the United States, the government
used crematoria and the furnaces of
a sugar mill to destroy the old bills.
The US Treasury produced silver
certificates with a yellow seal for use
in the invasion of North Africa
during World War II.
If large
amounts fell into enemy hands, they
could be declared worthless. On US
Federal Reserve Notes, the seal of
the Department of the Treasury is
printed in green. In the past, silver
certificates had a blue seal, gold
certificates had an orange seal,
United States Notes had a red seal,
and National Bank Notes and
Federal Reserve Bank Notes had a
brown seal.
President Ernst
recommended taking a tour of the

Old San Francisco Mint. He said
they now only do tours for groups of
15-30 people.
The Diablo Coin Club meets
at 7PM on the third Thursday of
every month (except March, July
and December) at the Concord
Police Community Meeting Room,
1350 Galindo Street, Concord,
California. The Diablo Coin Club may
be contacted at: P.O. Box 177,
Concord, CA
94522-0177 or
diablocoinclub@gmail.com.
Membership in the Diablo
Numismatic Society is $15/year for
adults (or $10/year if you get the
newsletter by e-mail), and $7.50/
year for Children Under 18 (or $5/
year if you get the newsletter by email). The society publishes the
newsletter,
The
Numismatist.
President Tim Ernst presented Brad
Lee with the SAR Certificate of
Appreciation for his informative
presentation.
CASSAR Executive
Vice
President Derek Brown spoke about
the upcoming CASSAR Annual
Meeting on April 19-21, 2018 hosted
by the Thomas Jefferson Chapter at
the Concord Hilton. The registration
form is now available, and he
encouraged all members to attend
and support the chapter.
The
meeting registration form is on the
Thomas Jefferson Chapter website
(www.tjsar.org).
Executive VP
Brown also noted that if members
want to receive a hardcopy of the
state newsletter, The California
Compatriot, they need to send $10
to the chapter secretary along with
their dues. He reported that in

2017, the chapter has presented 40
flag certificates, 39 Eagle Scout
certificates, 3 ROTC Medals, 8 JROTC
Medals, 1 Enhanced JROTC Medal,
and 3 medals for the Naval Sea
Cadets. Janet Brown has a contact
to order CASSAR Ladies Auxiliary
name tags for $25. Contact her for
more information.
President Ernst announced
the report of the Nominating
Committee.
There were no
volunteers, so the current officers
agreed to run for office for 2018.
Vice President Stan Hazlak made a
motion (which was seconded) to
elect the slate of officers by
unanimous acclamation. There was
no objection, and the officers were
elected for the 2018 year. The new
officers will be installed at the
January 27, 2018 meeting.
President Ernst reported on
the CASSAR Board of Managers
Meeting in Irvine, California, that
was held in November 2017. There
are 26 chapters in California, and he
said he was disappointed that the
Thomas Jefferson Chapter was one
of the few chapters to not win any
awards. We have 115 members, but
only a few members show up at
monthly meetings, and even fewer
serve as officers and committee
chairmen. Without volunteers, we
are unable to participate in many of
the SAR programs. President Ernst
encouraged members to attend
monthly meetings, volunteer, and
invite prospective members to
attend meetings.
President
Tim
Ernst
adjourned the meeting, and
Registrar Don Gurley led the
compatriots and guests in the
singing of God Bless America.
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OFFICER INSTALLATION MEETING

Saturday, 27 January 2018

the old spaghetti factory
1955 Mount Diablo Street, Concord, CA

11:30AM—Pre-Meeting
Social

Noon to 2:30PM—Meeting

Programme:
The Story of the HMS Titanic. Walnut Creek Titanic expert Richard Shaw will present a
program on the Unsinkable Titanic, and the tragic night of April 15, 1912. More than 1,500
of the 2,224 passengers and crew perished in the North Atlantic. Come join us for a great
meeting!

MENU
Spaghetti with Mushroom Sauce,
Fettuccini Alfredo, Chicken Parmigiana, or Baked Lasagna
$20 per person
Questions? Contact Stephen Renouf at Usina@aol.com
Deadline: 23 January 2018
Please make check payable to THOMAS JEFFERSON CHAPTER, enclose this reservation slip,
and mail to: Secretary Stephen Renouf, 16123 Paseo del Campo, San Lorenzo. CA 94580
Name:

Entrée choice:

Spaghetti

Fettuccini

Chicken

Lasagna

Guest:

Entrée choice:

Spaghetti

Fettuccini

Chicken

Lasagna

Guest2:

Entrée choice:

Spaghetti

Fettuccini

Chicken

Lasagna

Quote of the Month

THOMAS JEFFERSON
CHAPTER

“Let both sides seek to invoke the wonders
of science instead of its terrors. Together
let us explore the stars, conquer the deserts,
eradicate disease, tap the ocean depths, and
encourage the arts and commerce.”
— President John F. Kennedy
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Timothy L. Ernst
President
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Visit us on the web:

TJSAR.ORG

William Rood
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You can download the full version of the Minuteman at http://www.tjsar.org/minman.htm
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