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President’s Notes

I

t was wonderful to see everyone
at the October 22nd meeting. I
had a great time sharing a little about
myself, and telling stories that happened
to me recently; I hope it was mutual. I
apologize for not paying attention that
the food was being served, and we had
not yet prayed. I want to thank the
member who brought it to my attention.
I want to especially thank those who
selflessly come early to set up – I applaud
you. The food was great as always.
I want to thank our guest
speaker, Mr. Zack McDowell from the
Better Business Bureau (BBB), who spoke
on Fraud 101. It was very enlightening,
and showed we need to always be on the
alert for those people who prey on us –
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Don Gurley inducts new members McDonald, Tippett & Watty

and it is both the young and old who are
targeted. He gave us many examples of
different practices of fraud, and how to
identify and protect ourselves.
His
information and handout was very useful.
Let us remember Zack in our prayers,
because he will be getting married soon.
Also, Zack is a candidate for joining our
SAR Chapter.
I want to thank all the board
members for staying after our meeting to
discuss matters regarding our upcoming
elections at our next meeting on
November 19th. Please be praying and
thinking on all the chapter offices that
need to be filled for our next year’s term.
If you are able or interested, please
contact Don Gurley or myself. Thank you
and God Bless.
— Stephen Tucker, President
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Secretary’s Notes

T

he Thomas Jefferson
Chapter had 27 members
and guests at its October 22, 2016,
regular meeting at the Old Spaghetti
Factory in Concord, California.
President Stephen Tucker called the
meeting to order, and stated that
we need volunteers for chapter
officers and committee chairmen for
2017. President Tucker stated that
he was in the recent hurricane in
Miami, Florida, and he saw lots of
people helping those impacted by
the hurricane, but he also saw
others who were not helping.
President Tucker said he is a
first responder – a person who
always has a person’s back. He was
born in San Francisco and lived in
San Mateo all his life. When he was
growing up, he saw his parents
taking care of the handicapped, the
underprivileged, and others in need.
President Tucker is a pastor, a
missionary worker, disabled veteran,
pilot, and mechanic. He teaches
Sunday school once a month, is a
member of Community Emergency
Response Team (CERT) in Concord,
Concord Police volunteer, ham radio
operator, member of the American
Legion, and works with kids at the
North Creek Academy. He works
with the Experimental Aircraft
Association (EAA) Young Eagles
Program, which allows children aged
8 to 17 to fly aircraft. The EAA
Young Eagles has a scholarship for
flight
training
and
aircraft
maintenance.
Following lunch,
President Tucker introduced new

chapter members Sherrill McDonald,
Jamie Tippett, and Steve Watty. He
introduced past chapter presidents
Don Gurley, Derek Brown, Stephen
Renouf and Oliver Everette. The
DAR ladies introduced themselves.
CASSAR Vice President North Derek
Brown announced that the Fall 2016
CASSAR Board of Managers Meeting
will be held in the first week of
November in Burlingame.
He
announced that he has the CASSAR
Membership Medal available for
sale.
Registrar Gurley inducted
three new members into the Sons of
the American Revolution. Sherrill F.
McDonald descends from Private
Jeremiah Tilton (1764-1822) of New
Hampshire.
His daughter is a
member of the DAR. James R.
Tippett, Jr. descends from Dr. Asaph
Fletcher
(1746-1839) of
the
Middlesex and Lincoln County
Massachusetts Militia. His wife is a
member of the DAR, and his sons,
James and Owen Tippett, are new
members of the SAR. Steven H.
Watty descends from Ensign Joseph
Blake (1760-1845) of Maryland.
President Tucker introduced
our guest speaker – Zach McDowell
of the San Francisco Bay and
Northern Coastal California chapter
of the Better Business Bureau (BBB),
who presented a program on Fraud
101. Mr. McDowell said he found
out that morning from his mother
that he qualifies for membership in
the Sons of the American Revolution
as a descendant of General Israel
Putnam. He said the BBB takes
complaints from consumers and gets
involved to resolve the issues. Their
website, www.bbb.org/greater-sanfrancisco/, has a BBB Scam Tracker

feature allowing people to report
scams in real time. You can enter
your zip code and see what scams
are active in your area. He said
scams are grossly underreported, as
many victims are ashamed of being
victimized. It is important to report
all scams, even if you were not
victimized, so others can protect
themselves. Mr. McDowell said the
reason that scams work is the
scammers get the victims into an
emotional state, and get them to
make decisions based upon emotion
rather than reason.
One of the biggest scams is
the IRS Tax Scam representing about
25% of all scams. The scammers
claim to be IRS agents, and tell the
victim they owe taxes, and must pay
immediately by gift card to prevent
a lawsuit, arrest, or deportation.
Just this month, police raided call
centers in Bombay, India, and
arrested about 70 people in
connection with the IRS Tax Scam. A
call center employee may have

Speaker Zack McDowell receives
Certificate from President Tucker

alerted authorities to the scam that
netted $150,000 a day.
They
spoofed the IRS toll number so it
appeared as if the calls were coming
from the IRS. After the arrests, the
IRS scam was reduced by 95%. He
reminded everyone that the IRS will
never initiate contact with a
taxpayer by phone – they always
send out letters. Unfortunately,
most scammers are never caught.
The authorities use their limited
resources on either high dollar or
high number of victims cases.
Another popular scam is the
Grandparent Scam. The scammers
identify potential victims though
social media, and get grandchildren
names. They call the grandparents,
and state in a garbled voice that
they are the grandchild, and that
they need help due to an accident,
being stranded somewhere, etc.
They tell the grandparent not to tell
the parents, and ask to be helped
out of a jamb.
The university
professor who invented the screen
rotation feature for smart phones
was taken by this scam for $4,000.
Mr. McDowell said scams start in the
east and work their way west across
the US.
Another scam is the Tech
Support Scam. You get an e-mail or
a pop-up message that you have a
virus on your computer, and the
message gives you a link to click. If
you click on the link, the scammers
can install malware on your
computer. Once infected, you must
pay the scammers with a prepaid
money card. They get the card’s
number, drain the funds, and move

on to a new victim. Another scam is
the Sweepstakes Scam. You fill out a
card to win a car or cash, and in
small print on the back of the card is
a notice you are rescinding the do
not call registration. The scammers
then sell your phone number to call
centers, and you get lots of calls
from
other
scammers
and
advertisers. You should always read
the fine print whenever you sign
anything.
Mr.
McDowell
recommended that everyone sign up
for the Do Not Call Registry. It
lowers your vulnerability, but not all
scammers follow the law, so some
may still try to call you.
Scammers have five main
tactics. First is the offer of phantom
riches: they offer ridiculously high
returns, which is used by investment
fraudsters.
Second is source
credibility: they claim to have
degrees or certifications, so they
seem to be credible. He said if he
dressed in an orange vest and hard
hat, he could get people to turn
right.
The Financial Industry
Regulatory Authority (FINRA) has a
website, www.finra.org/, where you
can
get
information
on
certifications, and how to protect
your money.
Third is social
consensus: people tend to believe
friends and relatives, and can fall for
investment scams. It is important to
ask questions and verify the answers
– do not blindly rely on friends or
family; always research for yourself.
Fourth is reciprocity: a scammer
gives you something in exchange for
something else. The classic scam is a
free lunch or vacation in exchange
for
attending
a
timeshare
presentation. Fifth is scarcity: they
claim there are only a few items left,

or the offer will quickly expire, so
you must act immediately or lose
out on the opportunity. The BBB
recommends a pro-active approach
to scams. It is much easier to
prevent becoming a victim than it is
to recover your money once you
have been victimized.
He said Phishing Scams are
where you get a pop-up message or
e-mail on your electronic device.
You might get a message appearing
to be from your bank stating that
you must verify information, or that
there was a breach of your account,
and you need to click the link to
resolve it. If you click on the link,
the scammers can download
keystroke viruses to your device,
and when you log into your bank, it
will record the password and send it
to the scammers. If you hover over
the link, the link address pops up –
so you can see it is not a link to the
bank like it claims. You should
always delete these e-mails, and
never click on the link. You can go
to the real website to see if it is a
legitimate message. Smishing is
similar, but it involves getting a text
message with a link to click on.
Again, never click on the link.
Mr. McDowell stated, with
the holidays approaching, there will
be many fake charity scams. They
appear to be from a legitimate
charity, only they change the name
slightly so you think it is a real
charity. They may have a website
that mimics a real charity website.
You can click on the Give.org link on
the BBB website to check out any
charity. If you get a call from a
charity, you should hang up and
verify the information about the
charity before giving any money.

Remember to never make a decision
in an emotional state – the more
questions you ask, the more turned
off the scammers become. About
$50 billion is lost in scams every
year, and it is an underreported
crime. Mr. McDowell stated that he
fell victim to a Ransomware Scam
prior to joining the BBB. He clicked
on a link, and the scammers locked
his computer. He had to give them
$300 to unlock his computer.
If you are ever a victim, you
should report it on the BBB website,
whether you lost money or not. You
can help others by reporting the
scam. If you ever get a Robocall,
never press a button, especially if it
is to stop future robocalls. Once you
press the button, they know it is an
active phone number, and you will
get lots of future calls. You should
develop a refusal script if you have a
scammer on the phone.
Most
people do not want to be rude, so
they listen to the scammer’s pitch.
You should just say “no thank you,”
and immediately hang up the phone.
You should NEVER volunteer any
information over the phone. They
trick you into providing information
they can use against you. One ploy
is the scammer asking in a muffled
voice, “grandma, do you know who
this is?” If you respond with your
grandchild’s name, they then
pretend to be your grandchild.
Another scam is the Lottery
Scam, such as being told you won a
free
cruise
or
sweepstakes.
Remember, if you did not enter the
lottery or sweepstakes, you cannot
win it.
Also, it is illegal for

Americans to participate in foreign
lotteries. So if you are told you won
a foreign lottery, it is a scam. You
cannot always rely on Caller ID –
scammers can spoof names on
Caller ID. They can get the names of
family members, and make it look
like the call is coming from a family
member. If a scammer calls, be sure
to hang up immediately. Most calls
from strangers before 8AM and
after
8PM
are
scammers.
Telemarketers (except charities and
political
organizations)
are
prohibited from calling before 8AM
or after 8PM. A member of the
audience stated that AT&T and
Verizon have NOMOROBO, a free
service to block robocalls. You can
check with your cellphone provider
to see if you can get this service.
President Tucker presented Zach
McDowell with the SAR Certificate of
Appreciation for his informative
presentation.
Secretary Stephen Renouf
announced that 2017 dues for the
SAR should be paid to him at the
member’s earliest convenience.
President
Tucker
asked
for
suggestions for future meeting
speaker, and then adjourned the
meeting.
— Stephen Renouf, Secretary

2017 SAR Dues

U

RGENT!
The chapter
secretary must pay the
national and state dues at the end of
the year, so it is critical that you
remit your dues to him promptly. If
dues are not received, the secretary
must report the member dropped
for non-payment. You would then
need to submit a reinstatement
form to restore your membership.

California Society Meeting
Burlingame, California

CASSAR VICE PRESIDENT NORTH DEREK BROWN, THE MASTER OF CEREMONIES

WREATH LAYING FOR DR. JAMES L. COGSWELL, FOUNDER OF SONS OF REVOLUTIONARY SIRES, 1875

CALIFORNIA LADIES AUXILIARY WITH MISS JULIA MORGAN (BETTY MARVIN)

SAR LAW ENFORCEMENT RECIPIENT, SERGEANT RICHARD JUE, WITH RENOUF AND BARKER

RECIPIENTS OF THE NSSAR LIBERTY MEDAL—INCLUDING DON GURLEY & STEPHEN RENOUF

CASSAR PRESIDENT RON BARKER ADDRESSES THE MEETING

CERTIFICATES OF APPRECIATION FOR HELP WITH THE BURLINGAME MEETING

EXECUTIVE VP FOSDYCK, SAR FOUNDATION BOARD MEMBER DODD, AND SPAIN SOCIETY TRUSTEE RENOUF

NOVEMBER 2016
CHAPTER ELECTION MEETING

Saturday, 19 November 2016

the old spaghetti factory
1955 Mount Diablo Street, Concord, CA

11:30AM—Pre-Meeting
Social

Noon to 2:30PM—Meeting

Programme:
Elections Meeting. Elections will be held for chapter officers for 2017.
Please attend and vote! Come join us for a great meeting!

MENU
Spaghetti with Mushroom Sauce,
Fettuccini Alfredo, Chicken Parmigiana, or Baked Lasagna
$20 per person
Questions? Contact Stephen Renouf at Usina@aol.com
Deadline: 15 November 2016
Please make check payable to THOMAS JEFFERSON CHAPTER, enclose this reservation slip,
and mail to: Secretary Stephen Renouf, 16123 Paseo del Campo, San Lorenzo. CA 94580
Name:

Entrée choice:

Spaghetti

Fettuccini

Chicken

Lasagna

Guest:

Entrée choice:

Spaghetti

Fettuccini

Chicken

Lasagna

Guest2:

Entrée choice:

Spaghetti

Fettuccini

Chicken

Lasagna

Quote of the Month

THOMAS JEFFERSON
CHAPTER

“The full power of centralized government” — this was the very
thing the Founding Fathers sought to minimize. They knew that
governments don’t control things. A government can’t control the
economy without controlling people. And they know when a
government sets out to do that, it must use force and coercion to
achieve its purpose. They also knew, those Founding Fathers, that
outside of its legitimate functions, government does nothing as well
or as economically as the private sector of the economy.”

— Ronald Reagan, 1964.
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